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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Fellow Conservatives,

I am pleased to present the American Conservative Union Foundation’s ratings for the 2015 meeting of the North Dakota Legislative Assembly. Like our
Congressional Ratings, our State Ratings reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual's life. The North Dakota legislators with the
strongest scores voted most consistently with the ideals articulated in the US Constitution: limited and transparent government, individual rights, personal
responsibility, and a healthy culture.

The 2014 election completed a political transformation that began in 2010 and resulted in voters of almost half the states, 23 in all, entrusting Republicans
with the governorships as well as control of both chambers in the respective state, the biggest sweep since the first half of the 20th Century.

By examining all our State Ratings (which cover a wide variety of issues) we can see which states have best used their Republican majorities to apply
conservative principles, how others have struggled, and in yet other states, how conservatives have stood up against liberal majorities. I know that this guide will
provide you with the most comprehensive evaluative tool to learn how your legislators measure up.

Sipgerely,
% chlapp

Chairman
American Conservative Union
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the North
Dakota Legislative Assembly that determine a member’s
adherence to conservative principles. We selected bills that
focus on Ronald Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged
stool”: 1) fiscal and economic: taxes, budgets, regulation,
spending, healthcare, and property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd
amendment, religion, life, welfare, and education; and 3)
government integrity: voting, individual liberty, privacy, and
transparency. This wide range of issues are designed to give
citizens an accurate assessment that conveys which of North
Dakota’s elected leaders best defend the principles of a free
society: Life, Liberty and Property.




£
AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION'S 2015 Ratmgs anOI’th Dakota

2015 WINNERS & LOSERS

90_1 OO% é‘)‘?’CAI‘ET_EE':\IOC'ECONSERVAT'VE ‘ <1 O% COALITION OF THE RADICAL LEFT ’
MILLER BRABRANDT Mathern Amerman Holman Mock
Robinson Guggisberg Mitskog Mooney

AWARD FOR CONSERVATIVE
80'89% ACHIEVEMENT ‘

COOK BECKER, KLEIN RUBY
SCHAIBLE RICHARD KOPPELMAN, B. SCHATZ
BECKER, RICK KOPPELMAN, K. SCHMIDT
BELLEW KREIDT STREYLE
BOEHNING LOUSER TOMAN
DOCKTER e
DOSCH OLSON
HEADLAND —
KADING PORTER

KARLS ROHR
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NORTH DAKOTA SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

SB 2126 Stimulus Program. This bill is designed to fund state transportation and
highway projects but includes a grab bag of funding for “affordable housing,” the
hiring of environmental scientists, and other non-related programs. ACU opposes
government interference in the housing market and other programs that should be
decided on their own merit and opposed this bill. The Senate defeated the bill on
January 29, 2015 by a vote of 14-32.

SB 2230 Rent Subsidies. This bill would make believe that 15 percent of one year’s
rent be treated as a property tax, entitling the renter to a refundable income tax
credit. ACU opposes this deceptive program that is actually a rent subsidy program
and opposed this bill. The Senate defeated the bill on February 13, 2015 by a vote of
16-31.

SB 2038 Pension Reform. This bill would change the state pension plan for new
employees from a defined benefit to a defined contribution plan. ACU supports
fiscally responsible pension reform and supported this bill. The Senate defeated the
bill on February 16, 2015 by a vote of 8-39.

SB 2349 Tax Cut. This bill reduces individual income tax rates by 10 percent across

the board and corporate rates by 5 percent. ACU supports pro-growth tax relief and
supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 18, 2015 by a vote of 33-
14.

SB 2096 Internet Access Taxes. This bill exempts Internet access services from the
sales tax, much the same as the federal Internet tax moratorium. ACU supports
keeping Internet access free of taxes and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill
on February 19, 2015 by a vote of 31-15.

HB 1195 Concealed Carry. This bill would allow those with a concealed carry permit
to carry a concealed firearm in a school, so long as the governing body of the school
permits it. ACU supports the expansion of Second Amendment rights and supported
this bill. The Senate defeated the bill on March 20, 2015 by a vote of 17-28.

HB 1197 Conservation Land Purchase Subsidies. This bill prohibits a government
agency from providing taxpayer funds to a non-profit in order to hold any interest in
real estate or an easement for wildlife or conservation purposes. ACU opposes these
programs that allow wealthy, tax-exempt organizations to purchase land at above
market prices and then close it to development and supported this bill. The Senate
passed the bill on March 25, 2015 by a vote of 43-3.

HB 1228 Renewable Energy Subsidies. This bill increases the time unused tax
credits for renewable energy can be applied from 20 to 30 years. ACU opposes these
subsidies that allows government to pick winners and losers in the marketplace and
opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 25, 2015 by a vote of 45-1.

10.

HB 1328 Drone Surveillance. This bill requires a warrant be obtained to use a drone
for surveillance of private property. ACU supports individual liberties, the protection
of private property rights and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on April
2, 2015 by a vote of 29-17.

11.

HB 1070 Tax Exemptions. This bill broadens “affordable housing” tax exemptions
beyond those exempt from taxes as “charitable organizations” to any non-profit
activist group. ACU opposes these changes that would make a bad program worse
and opposed this bill. The Senate defeated the bill on April 16, 2015 by a vote of
17-29.

HB 1257 Equal Pay. This bill expands the right of employees to sue for discrimination
under the state’s “equal pay” law and shifts the burden of proof from the employee to
the employer to “prove” the employer did not discriminate. ACU opposes these laws
that are primarily designed to increase litigation and opposed this bill. The Senate

passed the bill on March 11, 2015 by a vote of 47-0.
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NORTH DAKOTA SENATE SCORES

NORTH DAKOTA SENATE STATISTICS

o REPUBLICAN AVERAGE hm\ DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
M) 63% I 21%

OVERALL
AVERAGE

50%

LOWEST REPUBLICAN HIGHEST DEMOCRAT

LEE, J. 36% O'CONNELL 45%

NORTH DAKOTA SENATE VOTE DETAIL

Party  District | SB2126 | SB2230 | SB2038 | SB2349 | SB2096 | HB1257 | HB1195 | HB1197 | HB1228 | HB1328 | HB 1070 ote ‘g’at:ts :
ANDERSON R 8 + + - + - - + + - + + 7 1 64%
ARMSTRONG R 36 + + - + + i + + . 1 + 8 M 73%
Axness D 16 . - - - + - - + - + 3 I 27%
BEKKEDAHL R 1 + + - + + - - + g + + 7 1 64%
BOWMAN R 39 + + - + - - X + - + - 5 10 50%
BURCKHARD R 5 + + - + + - - + - + + 7 1 64%
CAMPBELL R 19 X + - + + - + + - - X 5 9 56%
CARLISLE R 30 + + - + - - + + . ° + 6 M 55%
CASPER R 27 + + - + + - - + - + + 7 I 64%
COOK R 34 + + + + + - + + - + + 9 1 82%
DAVISON R 41 + + - + - - - + - X + 5 10 50%
DEVER R 32 + - - + + - + + - + + 7 1 64%
Dotzenrod D 26 - - - - + - - + - + 3 11 27%
ERBELE R 28 + + - + - - + + . + + 7 M 64%
FLAKOLL R 44 + + - + + - - + - + + 7 I 64%
Grabinger D 12 s s = = 4 : . + 2 11 18%
Heckaman D 23 - - - - + - - + - + 3 11 27%
HOGUE R 38 + + - + + - X + - + + 7 10 70%
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NORTH DAKOTA SENATE VOTE DETAIL

Party  District | SB2126 | SB2230 | SB2038 | SB2349 | SB2096 | HB1257 | HB1195 | HB1197 | HB1228 | HB1328 | HB 1070 ote ‘g’at:ts :
HOLMBERG R 17 + - - + - - - + - - + 4 " 36%
KILZER R 47 + + - + 2 = s + = 4 i 6 1 55%
KLEIN R 14 + + + + - - + + - - + 7 1 64%
KREBSBACH R 40 + + - + i i i + o W i 6 n 55%
LAFFEN R 43 + + + + + . + + - - + 8 I 73%
LARSEN R 3 + + + + + - + + - + 8 " 73%
LEE, G. R 22 + + + + - - - + - + + 7 " 64%
LEE, J. R 13 * + - + - - - + 4 n 36%
LUICK R 25 + + - - + - + + - - + 6 " 55%
Marcellais D 9 - i i s 4 ; : + 2 1 18%
Mathern D 1 - - - - X 0 10 0%
MILLER R 10 + + + + + - + + + + + 10 " 91%
Murphy D 20 - - - + + 2 1 18%
Nelson D 21 ;i : - - + - - + - + 3 1 27%
Oban D 35 - - - - + - - + - + 3 11 27%
0'Connell D 6 + + - + + - - + 5 1 45%
OEHLKE R 15 + + - + + - + + - - + 7 " 64%
POOLMAN R 7 + + - + + - - + - + + 7 " 64%
Robinson D 24 - - - - - - - + 1 " 9%
RUST R 2 + + - + + . + + - - + 7 1" 64%
SCHAIBLE R 31 + + + + + - + + - + + 9 1 82%
Schneider D 42 - - i i 4 ; : + 2 1 18%
Sinner D 46 - - - - + - - + 2 " 18%
SORVAAG R 45 + + - + - - + + - + + 7 " 64%
Triplett D 18 - - - - + - - - - + 2 " 18%
UNRUH R BS + + + + + ; ;i + - & 4 8 " 73%
WANZEK R 29 + + - + - - + + - + + 7 1 64%
WARDNER R 37 + + - + + - - + - + + 7 " 64%
Warner D 4 - - - - - - - X X + + 2 9 22%
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NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

1. HB 1293 Equal Pay Certificate. This bill would have barred companies from
doing business with the state unless they receive an “equal pay certificate” from
the government saying their employment practices are approved. There are already
Federal laws against gender discrimination when it comes to financial compensation.
This bill would create a new and unnecessary regulation that would allow the
government to refuse a company the ability to do business based on vaguely defined
guidelines, and opposed this bill. The House defeated the bill on January 23, 2015 by
a vote of 22-67.

7.

HB 1369 Student Loans. This bill would have mandated refinancing of student loans
at zero interest for college graduates who are North Dakota residents with full time
jobs. ACU opposes government price fixing which distorts the marketplace and raises
costs for some as it reduces costs for others and opposed this bill. The House defeated
the bill on February 6, 2015 by a vote of 23-64.

2. HB 1207 Headlight Regulation. This bill would have required drivers to drive with
their headlights on one hour before sunset, a time that changes every day of the year.
ACU opposes regulations that defy common sense and opposed this bill. The House
defeated the bill on January 27, 2015 by a vote of 11-82.

HB 1257 Equal Pay. This bill expands the right of employees to sue for discrimination
under the state’s “equal pay” law and shifts the burden of proof from the employee to
the employer to “prove” the employer did not discriminate. ACU opposes these laws
that are primarily designed to increase litigation and opposed this bill. The House
passed the bill on February 6, 2015 by a vote of 87-0.

3. HB 1058 Taxpayer Notification. This bill would have set requirements for hearing
notices and requirements for detailed explanations of a proposed property tax
increase. ACU supports greater government transparency and supported this bill. The
House defeated the bill on January 29, 2015 by a vote of 42-49.

HB 1228 Renewable Energy Subsidies. This bill increases the time unused tax
credits for renewable energy can be applied from 20 to 30 years. ACU opposes these
subsidies that allows government to pick winners and losers in the marketplace and
opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 9, 2015 by a vote of 74-19.

4. HB 1438 Minimum Wage. This bill would have established a minimum wage for
tipped employees of $5.20 an hour that would go up automatically by $1 dollar an
hour until reaching the state minimum wage for other employees. ACU opposes these
artificial wages that costs jobs among those who need them most, such as students
and those with little experience, and opposed this bill. The House defeated the bill on
February 2, 2015 by a vote of 27-63.

10.

HB 1446 Natural Gas Vehicle Subsidies. This bill would give $3 million in subsidies
for natural gas fueling stations and the conversion of vehicles to natural gas. ACU
opposes the government using taxpayer funds to pick winners and losers in the
marketplace and opposed this bill. The House defeated the bill on February 24, 2015
by a vote of 45-48.

5. HB 1195 Concealed Carry. This bill would allow those with a concealed carry permit
to carry a concealed firearm in a school, so long as the governing body of the school
permits it. ACU supports the expansion of Second Amendment rights and supported
this bill. The House passed the bill on February 3, 2015 by a vote of 53-38.

11.

HB 1357 Train Regulations. This bill would have required two people to operate

a train in North Dakota. ACU opposes government mandates that add to the cost
of business and raises the cost to the consumer and opposed this bill. The House
defeated the bill on February 25, 2015 by a vote of 46-45. (48 votes were needed to
pass).

6. HB 1070 Tax Exemptions. This bill broadens “affordable housing” tax exemptions
beyond those exempt from taxes as “charitable organizations” to any non-profit
activist group. ACU opposes these changes that would make a bad program worse
and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 4, 2015 by a vote of
74-18.

12.

HCR 3030 Campaign Finance. This resolution calls on Congress to pass a
constitutional amendment that would overturn Supreme Court decisions on political
spending and speech that is protected under the First Amendment. ACU supports the
protection of political speech and opposed this resolution. The House defeated the
resolution on March 5, 2015 by a vote of 22-68.
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13.

SB 2096 Internet Access Taxes. This bill exempts Internet access services from the
sales tax, much the same as the federal Internet tax moratorium. ACU supports
keeping Internet access free of taxes and supported this bill. The House passed the bill
on March 20, 2015 by a vote of 62-24.

16.

SB 2349 Tax Cut. This bill reduces individual income tax rates by 10 percent across
the board and corporate rates by 5 percent. ACU supports pro-growth tax relief and
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on April 17, 2015 by a vote of 59-32.

14.

HB 1197 Conservation Land Purchase Subsidies. This bill prohibits a government
agency from providing taxpayer funds to a non-profit in order to hold any interest in
real estate or an easement for wildlife or conservation purposes. ACU opposes these
programs that allow wealthy, tax-exempt organizations to purchase land at above
market prices and then close it to development and supported this bill. The House
passed the bill on April 7, 2015 by a vote of 66-25.

17.

HB 1476 Tax Cut. This bill cuts the oil extraction tax by 23 percent. ACU supports
pro-growth tax relief and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on April 20,
2015 by a vote of 57-32.

15.

HB 1328 Drone Surveillance. This bill requires a warrant be obtained to use a drone
for surveillance of private property. ACU supports individual liberties, the protection
of private property rights and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on April
9, 2015 by a vote 78-14.
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NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE SCORES

NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE STATISTICS

\

P x) REPUBLICAN AVERAGE M DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
wy 71% m 16%
OVERALL
AVERAGE
58%
LOWEST REPUBLICAN HIGHEST DEMOCRAT
HAWKEN 23% BOE 43%
NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL
HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HCR | SB HB | HB | SB HB A Votes |
Party  District | 1293 | 1207 | 1058 | 1438 | 1195 | 1070 | 1369 | 1257 | 1228 | 1446 | 1357 | 3030 | 2096 | 1197 | 1328 | 2349 | 1476 ote Cast
Amerman D 26 + 1 17 6%
ANDERSON, B. R 2 + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 17 71%
ANDERSON, D. R b + + + + X X + + + + + 9 15 60%
Anderson, P. D 4 + + + 3 17 18%
BEADLE R 27 + + + + + + + + + + + " 17 65%
BECKER, RICHARD R 43 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
BECKER, RICK R 7 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
BELLEW R 38 + + e + + e + e + + e + e + + 15 17 88%
BELTERt R 22 X X X X X X X X + + + X + + + + 7 8 n/a
Boe D 9 + X X X + + + + + 6 14 43%
BOEHNING R 27 + + + + + + + + + + + + + X 13 16 81%
Boschee D 44 + 4 2 17 12%
BRABRANDT R 5 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 16 17 94%
BRANDENBURG R 28| + + + + + + + + + + + + + 13 17 76%
CARLSON R 4 + + + + + + + + X + + + + 12 16 75%
DAMSCHEN R 10 + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 17 71%
Delmore D 43 + + X 2 16 13%

10
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NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HCR | SB HB | HB | SB HB A Votes 2015
Party  District | 1293 | 1207 | 1058 | 1438 | 1195 | 1070 | 1369 | 1257 | 1228 | 1446 | 1357 | 3030 | 2096 | 1197 | 1328 | 2349 | 1476 ote Cast %
DELZER R 8| + + + + + + + - - + + + - - + + + 13 17 76%
DEVLIN R 23 + - - + + - + - - - + + + + + + + 1 17 65%
DOCKTER R 7 + + + + + + + - - + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
DOSCH R 32 + + + + + - + - + + + + X - + + + 13 16 81%
FEHR R 36| + + + + + - + - - - + + + + + + + 13 17 76%
FRANTSVOGt R 40 [ X + X + X X X X X X X + X X X X X 3 3 nla
FROSETH R 41 + - + + + - + - - + - + - + + + + 1 17 65%
Glassheim D 18| - + - - - - + - - - - - + - - - X 3 16 19%
Guggisberg D M| - 4 : X : : : - : - - : - - - - - 1 16 6%
Haak D 121 - + - - - - - - - - - - + + - - - 3 17 18%
Hanson D 16| - + i s : - - - - - - - + - + - - 3 17 18%
HATLESTAD R 1T + + - + - - + - - - + + + + + + - 10 17 59%
HAWKEN R 46 | X - - + - - X X - - - - X + + - - 3 13 23%
HEADLAND R 29 + + + + + + + - - + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
HOFSTAD R 15 + + - + + - + - - - + + + + + + + 12 17 71%
Hogan D 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - + + + - - 3 17 18%
Holman D 20| - s s s ; : s - : - - : : - + - - 1 17 6%
Hunskor D 6| - + - - - - + - - - - - - + + - - 4 17 24%
JOHNSON, D. R 15 + + - + + - + - - - - + + + + + + 1" 17 65%
JOHNSON, M. R 45 + + - + - - - - - - X + - + + + - 7 16 44%
KADING R 45 + + - + + W + - W + + W X + W + + 14 16 88%
KARLS R 35 + + - + + - + - + + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
KASPER R 46 | + + + - + - + - - + + + + + + + + 13 17 76%
KEISER R a7 | + + - + - + + - - + - + - - + - X 8 16 50%
Kelsh D 26| - + - - - - : - - - - - - + - - - 2 17 12%
KEMPENICH R 39| + + + + + - + - - - - + + + + + + 12 17 1%
KIEFERT R 24 + + - + + - + - - - - W + + W X + 10 16 63%
KLEIN R 40 + + X + + + + - + - - + + + + + + 13 16 81%
KLEMIN R 47 | + + - + + - + - - + - + X + + + + 1 16 69%
KOPPELMAN, B. R 16 + + + X + - + - + + + + + + + + + 14 16 88%
KOPPELMAN, K. R 13 + + S + + - X X - + X S + + S + + 12 14 86%

11
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NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HCR | SB HB | HB | SB HB A Votes
Party  District | 1293 | 1207 | 1058 | 1438 | 1195 | 1070 | 1369 | 1257 | 1228 | 1446 | 1357 | 3030 | 2096 | 1197 | 1328 | 2349 | 1476 ote Cast
KREIDT R 33 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
KRETSCHMAR R 28| + + + + + + + 7 17 41%
LANING R 8 + + + + + + + + + + 10 17 59%
LARSON R 30 + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 17 71%
LEFOR R 370 + + + + + + + + + 9 17 53%
LOOYSEN R 12 + + + + + + + + + + + X X 1 15 73%
LOUSER R 5 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
MARAGOS R 3 + + X + + + + + 7 16 44%
MARTINSON R 35| + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 17 7%
MEIER R 32| + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 17 71%
Mitskog D 25| X + X 1 15 7%
Mock D 42 X + 1 16 6%
MONSON R 10 + + + X + + + + + + X 9 15 60%
Mooney D 20 0 17 0%
Muscha D 24 + + + + 4 17 24%
NATHE R 30| + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
NELSON, J. R 14 + + + + + + + + 17 47%
Nelson, M. D 9 + + + 3 17 18%
OLSON R 13 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
Onstad D 4 + + 2 17 12%
Oversen D 42 + + + + 4 17 24%
OWENS R 17| + + + + + + + X + + + + + 12 16 75%
PAUR R 19 + + + + + + + + + + 10 17 59%
POLLERT R 29 + + W + + + + + W + + W + + 14 17 82%
PORTER R 34 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
ROHR R 31 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
RUBY R 38 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
SANFORD R 17| + + + + + + + + + + 10 17 59%
SCHATZ R 36| + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
SCHMIDT R 31 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
Schneider D 21 + + X + 3 16 19%

12




L
AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION’S 2015 Ratings of North Dakota

NORTH DAKOTA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HB | HB HB | HCR | SB HB | HB | SB HB A Votes 2015
Party  District | 1293 | 1207 | 1058 | 1438 | 1195 | 1070 | 1369 | 1257 | 1228 | 1446 | 1357 | 3030 | 2096 | 1197 | 1328 | 2349 | 1476 ote Cast %
SCHNEIDER BECK R 25| + + + + + - + - - + + + + + - - + 12 17 71%
SEIBEL R 33 + + - + + - + - - + - + - + + + + 1 17 65%
SILBERNAGEL R 22| + - - + - - + - = ;i ;i + + + + i 4 9 17 53%
SKARPHOL R 2 + + - + + - + - - + + X + - + - - 9 16 56%
STEINER R 37 + + - + + - + - - + + + - - + + + 1 17 65%
STREYLE R 3 + + + + + + - - - + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
Strinden D 18 - + + - + - - - - - - - + + + - - 6 17 35%
SUKUT R 1 + + - + - - + - - - + + - + + - - 8 17 47%
THORESON R 44 | X + + - + - + ;i = + + 4 i 4 4 + + 12 16 75%
TOMAN R 34 + + + + + - + - + + + + + + + + + 15 17 88%
TROTTIER R 19| + + - + - + + - - + - + - + + + + 1 17 65%
VIGESAA R 23 + + + + + - + - - + + + + + + + + 14 17 82%
Wallman D M| - + : s s : X X + : : : : : : - - 2 15 13%
WEISZ R 14| + - + + + - + - - - + + + + + + + 12 17 1%
ZUBKE R 39 + + - + - - + - - + + W - + W + + " 17 65%

tlLegislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2015 percentage was not rated.
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