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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of New Mexico

Dear Fellow Conservatives, 

We are pleased to present the American Conservative Union Foundation’s ratings for the 2016 meeting of the New Mexico Legislature. Like our Congressional 
Ratings, our State Ratings reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual's life. The New Mexico legislators with the highest scores 
voted most consistently with the ideals articulated in the U.S. Constitution: limited and transparent government, individual rights, personal responsibility, and 
lasting cultural values.

In 2015, ACU Foundation was proud to make history by being the first organization to rate every single state legislature across the full spectrum of issues, 
helping each voter understand how his or her state ranks among the rest. 

Ultimately, we are trying to help people understand what conservatism is and how it improves the lives of everyday Americans. Conservatism is the political 
philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person. We think that understanding this idea is essential if Americans are to successfully govern themselves again. 

Working with our policy centers and fellows, the ACU Foundation engages in deep policy analysis to help create our annual state scorecards.  We have 
enhanced the vote descriptions this year to show this effort more clearly.  

By examining all 50 of our State Ratings, we can see which states have most effectively promoted conservative solutions and which have struggled.  Our 
ratings also help identify legislators who have courageously fought against liberal majorities. We hope that this guide helps you learn how well, or poorly, your 
legislators work to preserve the values we share.

 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt Schlapp
Chairman
American Conservative Union

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of New Mexico

SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the New 
Mexico Legislature that determine a member’s adherence to 
conservative principles.  We selected bills that focus on Ronald 
Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and 
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, spending, healthcare, and 
property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life, 
welfare, and education; and 3) government integrity: voting, in-
dividual liberty, privacy, and transparency.  This wide range of 
issues are designed to give citizens an accurate assessment that 
conveys which of New Mexico’s elected leaders best defend the 
principles of a free society: Life, Liberty and Property.
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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of New Mexico

2016 WINNERS & LOSERS

SENATE

COTTER
RUE

90-100% AWARD FOR CONSERVATIVE 
EXCELLENCE

HOUSE

n/a

SENATE

BARELA
BRANDT
BURT
GRIGGS
INGLE
MOORES
PIRTLE
WOODS

HOUSE

ADKINS
BANDY
COOK
CROWDER
GENTRY

HOUSE

JAMES
NUÑEZ
YOUNGBLOOD

80-89% AWARD FOR CONSERVATIVE 
ACHIEVEMENT

SENATE

n/a

 10% COALITION OF THE RADICAL LEFT

HOUSE

McQueen
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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of New Mexico

1.	 HB 72 Right to Farm. This bill prevents nuisance lawsuits by those who purchase 
property near established farm operations and complain based on annoyances such 
as unpleasant odors or crop dusters. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st Century 
Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and supports private property rights and 
the right of farmers to operate their business and ACU supported this bill. The Senate 
passed the bill on February 10, 2016 by a vote of 29-11.

2.	 SJR 3 School Funding Mandates. This resolution amends the state constitution to 
require an increase in state school spending. Increased government spending has a 
negative effect on both the public and private sectors of a community, which reduces 
family prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. 
ACU opposes this fiscally irresponsible approach to government spending, which 
creates mandates that don’t take into account need or state revenue, and opposed this 
resolution. The Senate passed the resolution on February 14, 2016 by a vote of 23-19.

3.	 HB 139 Local Government Corporate Subsidies. This bill expands the Local 
Economic Development Act to towns with under 35,000 people. It was originally 
proposed for towns of under 10,000 people. Under the bill, these towns can use 
local economic development funds to subsidize retail development. ACU opposes 
programs that favor one type of business over another and opposed this bill. The 
Senate passed the bill on February 17, 2016 by a vote of 38-2.

4.	 HB 270 Medical Malpractice Reform. This bill gives liability protection to out-of-
state doctors who give medical care to New Mexico citizens. ACU supports medical 
malpractice reform and supported this bill that helps those in eastern New Mexico 
who require treatment from doctors in Texas and supported this bill. The Senate 
passed the bill on February 17, 2016 by a vote of 40-0.

5.	 SB 173 Interstate Mining Compact. This bill allows New Mexico to join 22 other 
states in the Interstate Mining Compact, which promotes more state control over 
mining regulations. ACU supports our founders’ belief in the 10th Amendment, 
supports efforts to reduce federal control over the states, and supported this bill. The 
Senate passed the bill on February 17, 2016 by a vote of 27-10.

6.	 HB 168 Ride Sharing Regulations. This bill formally legalizes ride sharing in New 
Mexico and exempts ride sharing operators from the state’s Motor Carrier Act, so 
they are not regulated as taxis. It also allows the drivers to be classified as contractors. 
Drivers will have to carry a $1 million insurance policy. Expanding entrepreneurship 
promotes economic growth, which leads to greater family prosperity, as illustrated by 
the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. ACU supports a free market in ride 
sharing and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 18, 2016 by a 
vote of 33-5.

7.	 HB 70 Hearing Aid Mandates. This bill mandates that those authorized to dispense 
hearing aids in New Mexico discuss the availability of audio switch technology, 
known as telecoils. Further, the Board governing this industry will be required to 
develop written materials approved by the government. ACU opposes government 
mandates of this kind and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 
18, 2016 by a vote of 29-9.

8.	 SB 5 Delay of Tax Reduction (Special Session). This bill delays the phased corporate 
tax reduction passed in 2013 by two years to reduce the budget shortfall. ACU 
opposes this anti-growth measure on the grounds that it is the wrong way to deal with 
the budget shortfall and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on September 
30, 2016 by a vote of 21-20.

9.	 SB 9 Budget Cuts (Special Session). This bill makes a series of budget cuts to 
help make up for a budget shortfall. ACU supports this fiscally sound approach to 
eliminate deficits and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on September 30, 
2016 by a vote of 42-0.

NEW MEXICO SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS



6

AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of New Mexico

NEW MEXICO SENATE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District SB 72 SJR 3 HB 139 HB 270 SB 173 HB 168 HB 70
SB 5 (Special 

Session)
SB 9 (Special 

Session) ACU Votes
Votes 
Cast

2016  
%

2015 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

BARELA R 39 + + - + + + E + + 7 8 88% n/a 88%

BEFFORT† R 19 + + - + E E - X X 3 5 n/a 67% 63%

BRANDT R 40 + + + + + + - + + 8 9 89% 80% 76%

BURT R 33 + + - + + + E + + 7 8 88% 40% 68%

Campos D 8 + - - + + + - - + 5 9 56% 29% 32%

Candelaria D 26 - - - + - + - - + 3 9 33% 50% 28%

Cervantes D 31 + - - + + + - - + 5 9 56% 30% 32%

Cisneros D 6 + - - + + + - - + 5 9 56% 33% 34%

COTTER R 36 + + + + + + + + + 9 9 100% 100% 96%

GRIGGS R 34 + + - + + + + + + 8 9 89% 56% 67%

INGLE R 27 + + - + + + + + + 8 9 89% 56% 74%

Ivey-Soto D 15 + - - + - + - - + 4 9 44% 33% 29%

KERNAN R 42 + + - + + + - + + 7 9 78% 63% 70%

LEAVELL† R 41 X + E E E E E + + 3 3 n/a 33% 56%

Lopez D 11 - - - + - E - - + 2 8 25% 20% 18%

Martinez D 5 + - - + + + - - + 5 9 56% 30% 33%

McSorley D 16 - - - + E - - - + 2 8 25% 20% 18%

MOORES R 21 + + - + + + + + + 8 9 89% 100% 93%

Morales D 28 - - - + + + - - + 4 9 44% 38% 31%

NEW MEXICO SENATE SCORES
NEW MEXICO SENATE STATISTICS

SPARKS 38%

61%
OVERALL 
AVERAGE

MUÑOZ  71%
HIGHEST DEMOCRATLOWEST REPUBLICAN

86%
REPUBLICAN AVERAGE

45%
DEMOCRAT AVERAGE

NEVILLE  75%
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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of New Mexico

NEW MEXICO SENATE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District SB 72 SJR 3 HB 139 HB 270 SB 173 HB 168 HB 70
SB 5 (Special 

Session)
SB 9 (Special 

Session) ACU Votes
Votes 
Cast

2016  
%

2015 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

Muñoz D 4 + - - + + E + X + 5 7 71% 30% 34%

NEVILLE R 2 + + - E + + - + + 6 8 75% 60% 65%

O'Neill D 13 + - - + E + - - + 4 8 50% 33% 31%

Ortiz y Pino D 12 - - - + - - - - + 2 9 22% 30% 21%

Padilla D 14 - - - + + - - - + 3 9 33% 30% 24%

Papen D 38 + - - + + + - - + 5 9 56% 50% 43%

PAYNE R 20 + + - + + + - + + 7 9 78% 44% 64%

Pinto D 3 + - - + E + E - + 4 7 57% 30% 32%

PIRTLE R 32 + + - + + + + + + 8 9 89% 80% 86%

Rodriguez D 24 - - - + - + - - + 3 9 33% 44% 30%

RUE R 23 + + E + + + + + + 8 8 100% 50% 72%

RYAN R 10 + + - + + + - + + 7 9 78% 56% 71%

Sanchez, C. D 30 E - - + + + - + + 5 8 63% 30% 38%

Sanchez, M. D 29 + - - + - - + - + 4 9 44% 20% 21%

Sapien D 9 + - - + + + - + + 6 9 67% 11% 33%

SHARER R 1 + + - + + + - + + 7 9 78% 90% 89%

Shendo D 22 - - - + - + - - + 3 9 33% 50% 31%

Smith D 35 + + - + + + - - + 6 9 67% 50% 54%

Soules D 37 - - - + - - - - + 2 9 22% 22% 15%

Stewart D 17 - - - + - + - - + 3 9 33% 30% 23%

TORRACO R 18 + + - + + + - + + 7 9 78% 67% 68%

WHITE† R 19 X X X X X X X + + 2 2 n/a 167% n/a

Wirth D 25 - - - + - + - - + 3 9 33% 44% 29%

WOODS R 7 + + - + + + + + + 8 9 89% 50% 72%
 

† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2016 percentage was not rated. 
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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of New Mexico

1.	 HB 99 Illegal Immigrant Drivers Licenses. This bill eliminates the present system of 
giving drivers licenses to illegal immigrants and replaces it with a one year “driving 
privilege card” marked with their immigration status. ACU opposes special benefits 
for illegal immigrants and supported this bill as a step in the right direction. The 
House passed the bill on January 27, 2016 by a vote of 39-30.

2.	 HB 200 Prevailing Wage Reform. This bill eliminates “prevailing wage” requirements 
for road and school projects. ACU opposes laws that require every contractor to pay 
the same wage in a given area based on a standard set by a government bureaucracy, a 
standard that drives up the cost of projects to taxpayers, and supported this bill. The 
House passed the bill on February 9, 2016 by a vote of 35-32.

3.	 HJR 5 Ethics and Oversight Commission. This resolution amends the state 
constitution to establish an independent ethics and oversight commission to field 
complaints about state officials and lobbyists. The amendment stipulates that 
complaints would be aired in public hearings and anonymous complaints would not 
be accepted. ACU supports strengthening taxpayer accountability in government and 
supported this amendment. The House passed the amendment on February 9, 2016 
by a vote of 50-10.

4.	 HB 194 Worker Compensation Reform. This bill allows for the termination of 
worker compensation for employees when a worker engages in misconduct or 
is terminated for causes not related to the work injury. ACU supports worker 
compensation reform and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 
9, 2016 by a vote of 36-27.

5.	 HB 270 Medical Malpractice Reform. This bill gives liability protection to out-of-
state doctors who give medical care to New Mexico citizens. ACU supports medical 
malpractice reform and supported this bill that helps those in eastern New Mexico 
who require treatment from doctors in Texas and supported this bill. The House 
passed the bill on February 9, 2016 by a vote of 34-27.

6.	 HB 139 Local Government Corporate Subsidies. This bill expands the Local 
Economic Development Act to towns with under 35,000 people. It was originally 
proposed for towns of under 10,000 people. Under the bill these towns can use 
local economic development funds to subsidize retail development. ACU opposes 
programs that favor one type of business over another and opposed this bill. The 
House passed the bill on February 10, 2016 by a vote of 65-1.

7.	 HB 70 Hearing Aid Mandates. This bill mandates that those authorized to dispense 
hearing aids in New Mexico discuss the availability of audio switch technology, 
known as telecoils. Further, the Board governing this industry will be required to 
develop written materials approved by the government. ACU opposes government 
mandates of this kind and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 
12, 2016 by a vote of 59-0 but it was vetoed by the Governor.

8.	 HB 72 Right to Farm. This bill prevents nuisance lawsuits by those who purchase 
property near established farm operations and complain based on annoyances such 
as unpleasant odors or crop dusters. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st Century 
Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and supports private property rights and 
the right of farmers to operate their business and ACU supported this bill. The House 
passed the bill on February 13, 2016 by a vote of 39-29.

9.	 HB 166 Licensing Regulation. This bill creates a new bureaucracy, the “New Mexico 
Home Inspectors Board,” that will charge a $350 fee to license home inspectors. ACU 
opposes the proliferation of licenses and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill 
on February 13, 2016 by a vote of 62-2.

10.	 SB 173 Interstate Mining Compact. This bill allows New Mexico to join 22 other 
states in the Interstate Mining Compact, which promotes more state control over 
mining regulations. ACU supports our founders’ belief in the 10th Amendment, 
supports efforts to reduce federal control over the states, and supported this bill. The 
House passed the bill on February 17, 2016 by a vote of 51-13.

11.	 HB 168 Ride Sharing Regulations. This bill formally legalizes ride sharing in New 
Mexico and exempts ride sharing operations from the state’s Motor Carrier Act, so 
they are not regulated as taxis. It also allows the drivers to be classified as contractors. 
Drivers will have to carry a $1 million insurance policy. Expanding entrepreneurship 
promotes economic growth, which leads to greater family prosperity, as illustrated by 
the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. ACU supports a free market in ride 
sharing and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 18, 2016 by a 
vote of 63-4. 

12.	 SB 9 Budget Cuts (Special Session). This bill makes a series of budget cuts to 
help make up for a budget shortfall. ACU supports this fiscally sound approach to 
eliminate deficits and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on October 5, 
2016 by a vote of 36-32.

NEW MEXICO HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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NEW MEXICO HOUSE SCORES
NEW MEXICO HOUSE STATISTICS

NEW MEXICO HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District HB 99 HB 200 HJR 5 HB 194 HB 270 HB 139 HB 70 HB 72 HB 166 SB 173 HB 168

SB 9 
(Special 
Session)

ACU 
Votes

Votes 
Cast

2016  
%

2015 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

ADKINS R 29 + + + + + - - + + + + + 10 12 83% 79% 81%

Alcon D 6 - - + - - - E - - + - - 2 11 18% 21% 13%

Armstrong D 17 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 27% 22%

BALDONADO R 8 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 80% 75%

BANDY R 3 + + + + + - - + X + + + 9 11 82% 77% 83%

BROWN R 55 + + - + + - - + - X + E 6 10 60% 79% 75%

Chasey D 18 - - + E E E - - - - + - 2 9 22% 29% 19%

CLAHCHISCHILLIAGE R 4 + E E E E - - + - + + + 5 8 63% 73% 71%

COOK R 56 + + X + + E - + - + + + 8 10 80% 75% 78%

CROWDER R 64 + + + + + - E + - + + + 9 11 82% 79% 80%

DINES R 20 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 71% 73%

Dodge D 63 - - + - - - - + - + + - 4 12 33% 38% 26%

Egolf D 47 - - + - - - - - - + + - 3 12 25% 20% 18%

ESPINOZA R 59 + + E + + - - + - E E + 6 9 67% 80% 80%

EZZELL R 58 + + X + + - - + - + + + 8 11 73% 87% 81%

FAJARDO R 7 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 67% 71%

GALLEGOS, DAVID R 61 + + - + + - - + - X + + 7 11 64% 77% 78%

Gallegos, Doreen D 52 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 31% 18%

Garcia Richard D 43 + - + - - - - - - + + + 5 12 42% 21% 23%

Garcia, H.† D 69 X X X X X X X X X X X - 0 1 n/a n/a n/a

50%
OVERALL 
AVERAGE

IRWIN  58%
HIGHEST DEMOCRAT

BROWN  60%
LOWEST REPUBLICAN

73%
REPUBLICAN AVERAGE

24%
DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
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NEW MEXICO HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District HB 99 HB 200 HJR 5 HB 194 HB 270 HB 139 HB 70 HB 72 HB 166 SB 173 HB 168

SB 9 
(Special 
Session)

ACU 
Votes

Votes 
Cast

2016  
%

2015 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

Garcia, M. D 14 - - + - X + - - - - + - 3 11 27% 15% 19%

GENTRY R 30 + + + + E - - + X + + + 8 10 80% 62% 72%

Gomez D 34 - - + - - - - + - + + - 4 12 33% 20% 27%

Gonzales D 42 - - E E E - - + - + + - 3 9 33% 21% 18%

HALL R 28 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 67% 72%

HAMILTON† R 38 + E E E E E E E E E E + 2 2 n/a n/a n/a

HARPER R 57 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 57% 71%

HERRELL R 51 + + - + + - - + - + + + 8 12 67% 69% 76%

Irwin D 32 + + + + - - - + - + + - 7 12 58% 47% 45%

JAMES R 24 + + + + + - - + + + + + 10 12 83% 60% 72%

Johnson D 5 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 13% 15%

LARRAÑAGA R 27 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 92% 82%

Lechuga-Tena D 21 - - + - - - - - - + + E 3 11 27% n/a 27%

LEWIS R 60 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 50% 68%

LITTLE R 53 + + - + + - - + X + + + 8 11 73% 80% 76%

Louis D 26 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 17% 13%

Lundstrom D 9 - - + - - - - + X + + - 4 11 36% 14% 17%

Madalena D 65 E - + - - - E - - + - - 2 10 20% 23% 17%

Maestas D 16 - - + - - - - - - + + - 3 12 25% 21% 15%

MAESTAS BARNES R 15 + + + + + E E - - + + - 7 10 70% 47% 58%

Martínez, J. D 11 - - + - - - E - - - + - 2 11 18% 27% 22%

Martinez, K. D 69 - - + - - - E - - + + X 3 10 30% 23% 18%

McCamley D 33 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 33% 17%

McMILLAN R 37 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 69% 67%

McQueen D 50 - - + - - - - - - - - - 1 12 8% 14% 11%

MONTOYA R 1 + + - + + - - + X + + + 8 11 73% 75% 74%

NUÑEZ R 36 + + + + + - X + - + + + 9 11 82% 69% 76%

PACHECO R 23 + E + + + - E E - + + + 7 9 78% 62% 70%

POWDRELL-CULBERT R 44 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 77% 79%

REHM R 31 + + X + + - - + - + + + 8 11 73% 64% 69%

ROCH R 67 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 47% 67%

Rodella D 41 - - + - - - - - - + + - 3 12 25% 20% 17%

Romero D 10 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 27% 22%

Roybal Caballero D 13 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 14% 13%

Ruiloba D 12 - - - - - - - - - + + - 2 12 17% 21% 19%

Salazar, N. D 40 - - + E E - - - - E + - 2 9 22% n/a 11%
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NEW MEXICO HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District HB 99 HB 200 HJR 5 HB 194 HB 270 HB 139 HB 70 HB 72 HB 166 SB 173 HB 168

SB 9 
(Special 
Session)

ACU 
Votes

Votes 
Cast

2016  
%

2015 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

Salazar, T. D 70 - - + - - - - + - + + - 4 12 33% 29% 21%

SCOTT R 62 + + - + + - - + - + + + 8 12 67% 77% 72%

SMITH R 22 + + + + + - - - - + + + 8 12 67% 73% 75%

Stapleton D 19 - - X - - - - - - - - - 0 11 0% 21% 10%

Steinborn D 35 - - + - - - - - - - + - 2 12 17% 7% 10%

STRICKLER R 2 + + - + + - - + - + + + 8 12 67% 79% 77%

TOWNSEND R 54 + + - + + - - + - + + + 8 12 67% 85% 76%

TRIPP R 49 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 71% 70%

Trujillo, Carl D 46 - - + - - - - - - + + - 3 12 25% 21% 18%

Trujillo, Christine† D 25 - - E E E - X - - E E - 0 6 n/a 21% 14%

Trujillo, J. D 45 - - + - - - - - - + + - 3 12 25% 21% 18%

Varela D 48 - - E E E - - - - + + - 2 9 22% n/a 11%

WOOLEY R 66 + + + + + - - + - + + + 9 12 75% 79% 80%

YOUNGBLOOD R 68 + + + + + - E + - + + + 9 11 82% 71% 76%

ZIMMERMAN R 39 + + - + + - - + - + + + 8 12 67% 67% 67%
 
† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2016 percentage was not rated. 




