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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION'S 2016 Ratings of Oregon

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Fellow Conservatives,

We are pleased to present the American Conservative Union Foundation’s ratings for the 2016 meeting of the Oregon State Legislature. Like our Congressional
Ratings, our State Ratings reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual's life. The Oregon legislators with the highest scores voted
most consistently with the ideals articulated in the U.S. Constitution: limited and transparent government, individual rights, personal responsibility, and lasting
cultural values.

In 2015, ACU Foundation was proud to make history by being the first organization to rate every single state legislature across the full spectrum of issues,
helping each voter understand how his or her state ranks among the rest.

Ultimately, we are trying to help people understand what conservatism is and how it improves the lives of everyday Americans. Conservatism is the political
philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person. We think that understanding this idea is essential if Americans are to successfully govern themselves again.

Working with our policy centers and fellows, the ACU Foundation engages in deep policy analysis to help create our annual state scorecards. We have
enhanced the vote descriptions this year to show this effort more clearly.

By examining all 50 of our State Ratings, we can see which states have most effectively promoted conservative solutions and which have struggled. Our
ratings also help identify legislators who have courageously fought against liberal majorities. We hope that this guide helps you learn how well, or poorly, your
legislators work to preserve the values we share.

Sixterely,

MattSchlapp

Chairman

American Conservative Union
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the Oregon
State Legislature that determine a member’s adherence to
conservative principles. We selected bills that focus on Ronald
Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, spending, healthcare, and
property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life,
welfare, and education; and 3) government integrity: voting,
individual liberty, privacy, and transparency. This wide range
of issues are designed to give citizens an accurate assessment
that conveys which of Oregon’s elected leaders best defend the
principles of a free society: Life, Liberty and Property.




AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION'S 2016 Ratings of Oregon

2016 WINNERS & LOSERS

90-100% ‘é‘)‘:\’c‘;T_E_)E'I:\IOCRECONSERVAT'VE & <=1(0% COALITION OF THE RADICAL LEFT 1@
ot
BAERTSCHIGER WHITSETT Bates Barker Gorsek Nosse
OLSEN Beyer Barnhart Greenlick Piluso
THATCHER Burdick Barton Helm Rayfield
WHITSETT Courtney Boone Holvey Read
Dembrow Buckley Hoyle Reardon
Devlin Clem Keny-Guyer Smith Warner
0/ AWARD FOR CONSERVATIVE Edwards Doherty Komp Taylor
80'89 /O ACHIEVEMENT ‘ Gelser Evans Kotek Vega Pederson
Hass Fagan Lininger Williamson
Monnes Ander- Frederick Lively
GIROD BARRETO POST son Gallegos McLain
KRUSE ESQUIVEL WEIDNER Monroe Gomberg Nathanson
NEARMAN Prozanski
PARRISH Riley
Roblan
Rosenbaum

Steiner Hayward
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OREGON SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

1. SB 1589 Expanding Corporate Subsidy Program. This bill expands a government
business loan and credit guarantee program designed to help narrowly defined
businesses. The funding will go to any business that will “produce substantial
benefits for the state.” ACU opposes government programs that favor one business
over another and often are the basis for later expansion of the government preferred
businesses and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 8, 2016 by a
vote of 21-8.

2. SB 1532 Minimum Wage. This bill creates a complex system of minimum wage laws
across the state, with levels rising to $13.50 in Portland and to lower levels in other
parts of the state. ACU opposes these artificial wages that hurt those who need the
most help in finding employment, such as students and inexperienced workers and
opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 11, 2016 by a vote of 16-12.

HB 4017 Medicaid Expansion. This bill directs state agencies to develop a plan

to expand Oregon’s Medicaid program to include certain immigrants covered by

an international agreement known as the Compact of Free Association (COFA).
Research based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that
increasing per capita Medicaid spending actually has a negative impact on the
economy and family prosperity. ACU opposes the expansion of a program rife with
fraud and waste, with no reforms, and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on
March 2, 2016 by a vote of 18-10.

3. SB 1533 Affordable Housing Set-Asides. This bill violates private property rights
and forces landlords to set-aside 20% of their properties for “affordable housing,”
which are prices at below the market rates. The bill also imposes a new 1% excise tax
on the permit value of construction projects. ACU opposes arbitrary mandates that
drive up the cost of housing for others and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the
bill on February 26, 2016 by a vote of 20-8.

HB 4037 Solar Energy Subsidies. This bill gives those who install utility-scale solar
installations a direct subsidy. For example a 2 Megawatt installation would receive

a direct subsidy of $57,000 over five years. ACU believes that all forms of energy
should compete within the free market and government should not put its thumb on
the scale to favor certain business and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on
March 2, 2016 by a vote of 22-6.

4. SB 1503 Health Insurance Price Controls. This bill mandates that insurance
companies reimburse nurse practitioners and physician assistants at the same rates
as physicians. It also prohibits negotiating separate rates for those who are not
physicians. ACU opposes this interference in the free market, which will drive up the
cost of health insurance for consumers, and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the
bill on February 29, 2016 by a vote of 20-6.

HB 4086 Unemployment Benefits. This bill creates a new category of employee:
employees who are “locked out” of their place of employment because of a labor
dispute. Those employees will receive up to 52 weeks of benefits while others will
receive only 26 weeks of benefits. ACU opposes this discriminatory bill designed
to benefit employees of one company in Oregon involved in a labor dispute and
opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of 20-6.

5. SB 1547 Renewable Energy Mandate. This bill makes Oregon the first state in
the nation to ban coal-fired power plants, with a deadline of 2030. The bill also
requires the state to get at least 50% of its energy from renewable sources by 2040.
ACU believes that all forms of energy should compete within the free market and
government should not put its thumb on the scale to favor certain business and
opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of 17-12.

10.

HB 4143 Rent Control. This bill creates a series new mandates on landlords,
including giving a 90 days” notice for terminating residency of month-to-month
tenants. The bill also allows tenants to occupy the landlord’s private property rent
free if the notification policies are not followed. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st
Century Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and opposes housing mandates
that drive up prices to consumers and deny the property rights of property owners.
ACU opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of
16-9.

6. SB 1587 Criminalizing the Free Market. This bill creates a new felony, violating
Oregon’s “prevailing wage” laws, and sets the punishment to up to five years in prison.
To enforce this, the bill creates three new government positions and sets up new
regulations that employers must follow. ACU opposes these artificial wages that drive
up the cost of construction projects and opposed this bill that, in effect, makes it a
crime to pay wages based on a free market, and opposed this bill. The Senate passed
the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of 21-7.
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OREGON SENATE SCORES

OREGON SENATE STATISTICS

an REPUBLICAN AVERAGE

W) 75%

OVERALL
AVERAGE

31%

LOWEST REPUBLICAN

BOQUIST 43%

OREGON SENATE VOTE DETAIL

X -

DEMOCRAT AVERAGE

3%

HIGHEST DEMOCRAT

JOHNSON 40%

" Votes [PIJCIM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | sp1589 | sB1532 | sB1533 | SB1503 | SB1547 | SB1587 | SB4017 | HB4037 | HB4086 | HB4143 JININGIE Cast % % Ave

BAERTSCHIGER R 2 + + - + + + + + + + 9 10 90% 88% 89%
Bates D 3 S o 5 E 9 0% 6% 3%
Beyer D 6 - - + 1 10 10% 6% 8%
BOQUIST R 12 + + E - + E E 3 7 43% 64% 54%
Burdick D 18 0 10 0% 7% 4%
Courtney D 11 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Dembrow D 23 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Devlin D 19 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Edwards D 7 0 10 0% 6% 3%
FERRIOLI R 30 + + + E + + + + 7 9 78% 56% 67%
Gelser D 8 0 10 0% 0% 0%
GIROD R 9 + + + + + + + + E 8 9 89% 69% 79%
HANSELL R 29 - + + - + + + 5 10 50% 56% 53%
Hass D 14 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Johnson D 16 - + + - + + 4 10 40% 50% 45%
KNOPP R 27 - + + - + + E E 4 8 50% 56% 53%
KRUSE R 1 + + - - + + + + + + 8 10 80% 75% 78%
Monnes Anderson D 25 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Monroe D 24 0 10 0% 6% 3%
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OREGON SENATE VOTE DETAIL

016 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | sp1589 | sB1532 | SB1533 | SB1503 | SB1547 | SB1587 | SB4017 | HB4037 | HB4086 | HB 4143 JIWIRLE % % Ave

OLSEN R 20 + + - + + + + + + + 9 10 90% 82% 86%
Prozanski D 4 - E 0 9 0% 6% 3%
Riley D 15 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Roblan D 5 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Rosenbaum D 21 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Shieldst D 22 - - - E - E E 2 £ 2 0 4 nla 6% 6%
Steiner Hayward D 17 0 10 0% 6% 3%
THATCHER R 13 + + + + + - + + + + 9 10 90% 77% 83%
THOMSEN R 26 - + - + + + + - + + 7 10 70% 88% 79%
WHITSETT R 28 + + + + + + + + + + 10 10 100% 81% 91%
WINTERSt R 10 E E E E E E E E E E 0 0 n/a 40% 40%

 Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2016 percentage was not rated.
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OREGON HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

HB 4122 Food Labeling Mandate. This bill mandates that labels be applied to any
genetically engineered salmon sold in Oregon. ACU opposes mandates that drive up
the cost of food to consumers and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on
February 17, 2016 by a vote of 32-27.

SB 1532 Minimum Wage. This bill creates a complex system of minimum wage

laws across the state, with levels rising to $13.50 in Portland and to lower levels in
other parts of the state. ACU opposes artificial wages that hurt those who need the
most help in finding employment, such as students and inexperienced workers, and
opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 18, 2016 by a vote of 32-26.

HB 4147 Firearm Transfers. This bill prohibits the transfer of a firearm if the Oregon
State Police say they are unable to determine whether the recipient is qualified to
possess a firearm. The law before this bill allowed dealers to release a firearm after
three days if no decision was reached. ACU supports the founders’ belief in the
Second Amendment and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 22,
2016 by a vote of 31-28.

HB 4143 Rent Control. This bill creates a series of new mandates on landlords,
including giving a 90 days’ notice of terminating residency for month-to-month
tenants. The bill also allows tenants to occupy the landlord's private property rent
free if the notification policies are not followed. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st
Century Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and opposes housing mandates
that drive up prices to consumers and deny the property rights of property owners.
ACU opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 23, 2016 by a vote of
48-11.

SB 1589 Expanding Corporate Subsidy Program. This bill expands a government
business loan and credit guarantee program designed to help narrowly defined
businesses. The funding will go to any business that will “produce substantial
benefits for the state.” ACU opposes government programs that favor one business
over another and often are the basis for later expansion of the government preferred
businesses and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 25, 2016 by
a vote of 37-21.

SB 1503 Health Insurance Price Controls. This bill mandates that insurance
companies reimburse nurse practitioners and physician assistants at the same rates

as physicians. It also prohibits negotiating separate rates for those who are not
physicians. ACU opposes this interference in the free market, which will drive up the
cost of health insurance for consumers, and opposed this bill. The House passed the
bill on February 25, 2016 by a vote of 44-15.

HB 4037 Solar Energy Subsidies. This bill gives those who install utility-scale solar
installations a direct subsidy. For example a 2 megawatt installation would receive

a direct subsidy of $57,000 over five years. ACU believes that all forms of energy
should compete within the free market and government should not put its thumb on
the scale to favor certain businesses and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill
on February 26, 2016 by a vote of 51-4.

HB 4086 Unemployment Benefits. This bill creates a new category of employee:
employees who are “locked out” of their place of employment because of a labor
dispute. Those employees will receive up to 52 weeks of benefits while others will
receive only 26 weeks of benefits. ACU opposes this discriminatory bill designed

to benefit employees of one company in Oregon involved in a labor dispute and
opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 29, 2016 by a vote of 48-10.

SB 1547 Renewable Energy Mandate. This bill makes Oregon the first state in
the nation to ban coal-fired power plants, with a deadline of 2030. The bill also
requires the state to get at least 50% of its energy from renewable sources by 2040.
ACU believes that all forms of energy should compete within the free market and
government should not put its thumb on the scale to favor certain businesses and
opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on March 1, 2016 by a vote of 38-20.

10.

HB 4017 Medicaid Expansion. This bill directs state agencies to develop a plan

to expand Oregon’s Medicaid program to include certain immigrants covered by

an international agreement known as the Compact of Free Association (COFA).
Research based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that
increasing per capita Medicaid spending actually has a negative impact on the
economy and family prosperity. ACU opposes the expansion of a program rife with
fraud and waste, with no reforms, and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on
March 1, 2016 by a vote of 36-22.

11.

SB 1533 Affordable Housing Set-Asides. This bill violates private property rights
and forces landlords to set-aside 20% of their properties for “affordable housing,”
which are priced below the market rates. The bill also imposes a new 1% excise tax on
the permit value of construction projects. ACU opposes arbitrary mandates that drive
up the cost of housing for others and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on
March 3, 2016 by a vote of 39-21.

12.

SB 1587 Criminalizing the Free Market. This bill creates a new felony, violating
Oregon’s “prevailing wage” laws, and sets the punishment to up to five years in prison.
To enforce this, the bill creates three new government positions and sets up new
regulations that employers must follow. ACU opposes artificial wages that drive up
the cost of construction projects and opposed this bill that, in effect, makes it a crime
to pay wages based on a free market, and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill
on March 3, 2016 by a vote of 59-1.
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OREGON HOUSE SCORES

OREGON HOUSE STATISTICS

I
REPUBLICAN AVERAGE hm DEMOCRAT AVERAGE

[ v x
™) 68% ™ 2%

OVERALL
AVERAGE

o
29%
LOWEST REPUBLICAN HIGHEST DEMOCRAT

GILLIAM 27% McKEOWN 40%

OREGON HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

" A \GIE 2016 2015 | LIFETIME
Pa rty District HB 4122 | SB1532 | HB4147 | HB4143 | SB1589 | SB1503 | HB4037 | HB4086 | SB1547 | HB4017 | SB1533 | SB 1587 ote Cast % % AVG

Barker D 28 0 12 0% 20% 10%
Barnhart D 1 0 12 0% 6% 3%
BARRETO R 58 + + + + + + . + + + + 10 12 83% 82% 83%
Barton D 40 0 10 0% 13% 7%
BENTZ R 60 + + + + E + - - + + + 8 1 73% 71% 72%
Boone D 32 c § + . = = E 1 1 9% 6% 7%
Buckley D 5 0 12 0% 6% 3%
BUEHLER R 54 + + + 5 + 5 . + 5 + + 7 12 58% 65% 62%
Clem D 21 - - E - - - X X 0 9 0% 22% 11%
DAVIS R 26 + + + 5 + + . . + + 7 12 58% 71% 65%
Doherty D 35 0 12 0% 6% 3%
ESQUIVEL R 6 + + + + + + . + + + + 10 12 83% 75% 79%
Evans D 20 0 1 0% 17% 8%
Fagan D 51 0 12 0% 6% 3%
Frederick D 43 0 12 0% 6% 3%
Gallegos D 30 0 12 0% 6% 3%
GILLIAM R 18 + E + - + 3 1 27% 56% 41%
Gomberg D 10 0 12 0% 11% 6%
Gorsek D 49 0 12 0% 0% 0%
Greenlick D 33 0 12 0% 6% 3%
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OREGON HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

. A Votes [PUICIN 2015 | LIFETIVE
Pa ity District HB4122 | SB1532 | HB4147 | HB4143 | SB1589 | SB1503 | HB4037 | HB4086 | SB1547 | HB4017 | SB1533 | SB1587 ote Cast % % AVG

HACK R 19 + + + + + + + + 8 12 67% 76% 72%
HAYDEN R 7 + + + + + + + + 8 12 67% 71% 69%
HEARD R 2 + + + + E + + + + 8 1" 73% 71% 72%
Helm D 34 0 12 0% 6% 3%
Holvey D 8 0 12 0% 6% 3%
Hoyle D 14 0 12 0% 6% 3%
HUFFMAN R 59 5 12 42% 50% 46%
JOHNSON R 52 + 6 12 50% 69% 59%
KENNEMER R 39 + + + + + 7 12 58% 61% 60%
Keny-Guyer D 46 0 12 0% 6% 3%
Komp D 22 E E 0 10 0% 6% 3%
Kotek D 44 0 12 0% 0% 0%
KRIEGER R 1 + + + + + + + + 8 12 67% 67% 67%
Lininger D 38 0 12 0% 6% 3%
Lively D 12 1 12 8% 1% 10%
McKeown D 9 + + + E E + 4 10 40% 21% 31%
Mclain D 29 0 12 0% 17% 8%
McLANE R 55 + + + + + + + + + 9 12 75% 65% 70%
Nathanson D 13 0 12 0% 0% 0%
NEARMAN R 23 + + + + + + + E E E + 8 9 89% 81% 85%
Nosse D 42 0 12 0% 6% 3%
OLSON R 15 + 6 12 50% 65% 57%
PARRISH R 37 + + + + + 10 12 83% 72% 78%
Piluso D 50 0 12 0% 6% 3%
POST R 25 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 89% 86%
Rayfield D 16 0 12 0% 0% 0%
Read D 27 0 12 0% 6% 3%
Reardon D 48 0 12 0% 6% 3%
SMITH R 57 + + + + E + + 6 1" 55% 63% 59%
Smith Warner D 45 0 12 0% 6% 3%
SPRENGER R 17 + 9 12 75% 71% 73%
STARK R 4 + 9 12 75% 72% 74%
Taylor D 41 0 12 0% 0% 0%
Vega Pederson D 47 0 12 0% 7% 3%
WEIDNER R 24 + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 94% 89%
WHISNANT R 53 + + + + + + 7 12 58% 72% 65%
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OREGON HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

A 016 2015 | LIFETIME

Pa ity District HB 4122 | SB1532 | HB4147 | HB4143 | SB1589 | SB1503 | HB4037 | HB4086 | SB1547 | HB4017 | SB1533 | SB 1587 ote % % AVG
WHITSETT R 56 + + + + + + + + + + + - 1 12 92% 89% 90%
Williamson D 36 - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 12 0% 6% 3%
WILSON R 3 + + + + + - - - + + + - 8 12 67% 61% 64%
Witt D 31 + - + - - - E - - - - - 2 1 18% 18% 18%
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