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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2016 Ratings of South Carolina

Dear Fellow Conservatives, 

We are pleased to present the American Conservative Union Foundation’s ratings for the 2016 meeting of the South Carolina Legislature. Like our 
Congressional Ratings, our State Ratings reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual's life. The South Carolina legislators with 
the highest scores voted most consistently with the ideals articulated in the U.S. Constitution: limited and transparent government, individual rights, personal 
responsibility, and lasting cultural values.

In 2015, ACU Foundation was proud to make history by being the first organization to rate every single state legislature across the full spectrum of issues, 
helping each voter understand how his or her state ranks among the rest. 

Ultimately, we are trying to help people understand what conservatism is and how it improves the lives of everyday Americans. Conservatism is the political 
philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person. We think that understanding this idea is essential if Americans are to successfully govern themselves again. 

Working with our policy centers and fellows, the ACU Foundation engages in deep policy analysis to help create our annual state scorecards. We have enhanced 
the vote descriptions this year to show this effort more clearly. 

By examining all 50 of our State Ratings, we can see which states have most effectively promoted conservative solutions and which have struggled. Our 
ratings also help identify legislators who have courageously fought against liberal majorities. We hope that this guide helps you learn how well, or poorly, your 
legislators work to preserve the values we share.

 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt Schlapp
Chairman
American Conservative Union

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the South 
Carolina Legislature that determine a member’s adherence to 
conservative principles. We selected bills that focus on Ronald 
Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and 
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, spending, healthcare, and 
property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life, 
welfare, and education; and 3) government integrity: voting, 
individual liberty, privacy, and transparency. This wide range of 
issues are designed to give citizens an accurate assessment that 
conveys which of South Carolina’s elected leaders best defend 
the principles of a free society: Life, Liberty and Property.
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2016 WINNERS & LOSERS
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1.	 H 3874 Geothermal Subsidies. This bill provides a 25 percent tax credit for the 
purchase and installation of geothermal machinery and equipment. The credit is capped 
at $3,500 per year or 50 percent of the taxpayer’s liability for that taxable year. ACU 
supports all forms of energy, believes government should not favor one form of energy 
over another, and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on January 28, 2016 by a 
vote of 31-9.

2.	 S 589 Music Therapy License. This bill creates a new bureaucracy to administer 
licenses to practice music therapy. Qualifications include a bachelor’s degree, 1,200 
hours of clinical training and 900 hours in an internship. The licensee must commit 
to taking 40 hours of continuing education each year that is approved by the Music 
Therapy Board. When entrepreneurship is suppressed, the resulting decline in economic 
growth leads to a reduction in family prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU Foundation’s 
Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes the proliferation of licenses in many states and 
opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 2, 2016 by a vote of 35-7.

3.	 S 626 Solar Energy Subsidies. This bill gives special property tax deductions to 
homeowners who install a solar power system. ACU supports all forms of energy, does 
not believe government should favor one form of energy over another, and opposed this 
bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 1, 2016 by a vote of 32-0.

4.	 S 1035 Telemedicine Regulations. This bill allows doctors to treat patients through 
telemedicine technology, such as videoconferencing, so long as they adhere to the same 
standard of care as if seeing the patients in person. ACU supports regulation reform that 
helps patients and reduces the cost of health care and supported this bill. The Senate 
passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of 37-0.

5.	 H 3114 Late Term Abortions. This bill bans abortions after the first 20 weeks of 
pregnancy. ACU Foundation’s Center for Human Dignity engages heavily on these 
issues and believes abortion is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on the practice, 
and ACU supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 8, 2016 by a vote of 
36-9.

6.	 S 771 Recreational Vehicle Sales Regulations. This bill sets up a series of 
competition-reducing obstacles to prevent anyone other than a dealership from selling 
an RV. The bill requires a person to obtain a special license for exhibiting an RV at 
any event, fairs, or conventions, in addition to a dealer’s license. It also forces a person 
to post a surety bond of $30,000 and maintain a “bona fide” place of business that 
exclusively sells RVs. The bill further mandates the type of signage and amount of 
floor space the place of business must have. When entrepreneurship is suppressed, 
the resulting decline in economic growth leads to a reduction in family prosperity, as 
illustrated by the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes regulations 
that are primarily designed to reduce competition and opposed this bill. The Senate 
passed the bill on April 5, 2016 by a vote of 37-3.

7.	 S 1075 Alternative Fuel Subsidies. This bill provides an income tax credit equal to 
25 percent of the cost of purchasing or constructing property that distributes or stores 
alternative fuel. It also permits an income tax credit for purchasing a natural gas vehicle. 
ACU supports all forms of energy, opposes government favoring one form of energy over 
another, and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on April 7, 2016 by a vote of 
36-1.

8.	 H 3189 Political Speech. This bill requires any organization that makes any “reference” 
to a candidate within 60 days of a general election or 30 days of a primary election to 
disclose their donors. ACU opposes this attempt to dampen free political speech and 
opposed this bill. The Senate defeated a procedural motion to advance the bill on April 
14, 2016 by a vote of 28-16 (A two-thirds vote was required. A “No” vote supported the 
ACU position).

9.	 S 719 Personhood Amendment. This joint resolution proposes a state constitutional 
amendment to extend to unborn persons, at conception, the right that every person 
is entitled to due process of law and equal protection under the law. ACU supports 
strengthening the rights of the unborn and supported this amendment. The Senate 
defeated a procedural motion to advance the bill on May 11, 2016 by a vote of 24-16 (A 
two-thirds vote was required. A “Yes” vote supported the ACU position).

10.	 H 4817 Insurance Sales Regulations. This bill requires an independent businessperson 
who sells insurance to furnish a complete set of fingerprints certified by the South 
Carolina Enforcement Division and undergo a state and national criminal records check 
at the applicant’s own expense. When entrepreneurship is suppressed, the resulting decline 
in economic growth leads to a reduction in family prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU 
Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes these regulations that are primarily 
designed to discourage competition, and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on 
May 11, 2016 by a vote of 38-3.

11.	 	H 4999 Good Samaritan Protection. This bill give immunity from liability, unless gross 
negligence is involved, for physicians who provide services free of charge. ACU supports 
the ability of physicians to offer care free of charge if they desire and supported this bill. 
The Senate passed the bill on May 12, 2016 by a vote of 41-0.

12.	 S 1016 Banning Online Eye Exams. This bill prohibits companies from issuing 
prescriptions for eyeglasses and contact lenses on the basis of eye exams conducted online 
by companies, such as Opernative, that conduct exams via computer and smartphone. 
When entrepreneurship is suppressed, the resulting decline in economic growth leads to a 
reduction in family prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity 
Index. ACU opposes regulations that are primarily designed to restrict competition and 
opposed this bill. The Senate voted to override the Governor’s veto on May 18, 2016 by a 
vote of 39-3.

SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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13.	 H 4717 Additional Funds for Farmer Flood Relief. This bill provides for an additional 
$40 million in cash payments for farmers affected by the 2015 flood. ACU opposes 
singling out farmers for cash funds following federal and state disaster relief, federal 
subsidy programs that cover 85% of their business losses and taxpayer subsidies for 62% 
of their crop insurance costs that no other small business receives and opposed this bill. 
The Senate voted to override the Governor’s veto on May 18, 2016 by a vote of 39-3.

14.	 H 4542 Right To Try. This bill would allow patients with terminal illnesses to obtain 
experimental drugs from manufacturers without first obtaining approval from the 
federal Food and Drug Administration. ACU believes it is absurd for government to 
deny someone access to a potentially life-saving drug when they are terminally ill, and 
supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on May 26, 2016 by a vote of 42-0.

15.	 H 4327 Prohibiting the Opening of Hospices. This bill prohibits opening more 
than one hospice location in the same county and requires each location to obtain its 
own license from the Department of Health and Environmental Control. The bill also 
sets up a task force to implement a Certificate of Need program. ACU opposes these 
regulations that are primarily designed to reduce competition, opposes Certificate of 
Need programs that allow the government to decide whether a new business is “justified 
by need,” and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on May 31, 2016 by a vote 
of 45-0.

16.	 H 3799 Firearms Reciprocity. This bill adds Georgia to the list of states whose right-to-
carry firearm permits will be recognized in South Carolina. ACU supports the founders’ 
belief in the Second Amendment and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on 
June 1, 2016 by a vote of 35-3.

17.	 S 980 Restrictions on Mobile Veterinarian Practices. This bill prohibits a mobile 
veterinary practice from being “within eyesight” of a privately owned veterinary 
practice. When entrepreneurship is suppressed, the resulting decline in economic 
growth leads to a reduction in family prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU Foundation’s 
Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes regulations that are primarily designed to restrict 
competition and opposed this bill. The Senate voted to override the Governor’s veto on 
June 15, 2016 by a vote of 37-4.

18.	 H 5001 Sumter Environmental Center Earmark. The Fiscal Year 2017 Appropriations 
bill earmarks $300,000 of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism for 
the Sumter Environmental Center. ACU opposes earmarks for local projects with 
no objective criteria and supported Governor Nicky Haley’s line-item veto of this 
appropriation. The Senate voted to override the Governor’s veto on June 15, 2016 by a 
vote of 28-12.

19.	 H 5001 Architectural Heritage Preservation Earmark. The Fiscal Year 2017 
Appropriations Bill earmarks $2.3 million for “heritage preservation projects.” ACU 
agrees with Governor Haley’s line-item veto of this earmark that sends pass-through 
funds to private entities based on “recommendations” from local legislators rather than 
objective criteria. The Senate voted to override the Governor’s line-item veto on June 
15, 2016 by a vote of 37-4.

20.	 	H 5001 Outreach Education Earmark. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill 
earmarks $1.6 million to the Department of Natural Resources for “Outreach 
Education.” ACU agrees with Governor Haley’s line-item veto of this earmark that 
sends pass-through funds to private entities based on “recommendations” from local 
legislators rather than objective criteria. The Senate voted to override the Governor’s 
line-item veto on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 35-5.

21.	 H 5001 Football Stadium Expansion. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill 
approved a football stadium expansion for Coastal Carolina University to be paid for 
with tuition-backed debt. ACU agrees with Governor Haley’s line-item veto of this 
provision for a project whose estimated costs have doubled in less than one year. The 
Senate voted to override the Governor’s line-item veto on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 
27-13.

22.	 H 5001 Artisans Center Subsidies. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill earmarks 
$500,000 in funds for the South Carolina Artisans Center. ACU agrees with Governor 
Haley’s line-item veto of this earmark for a privately operated Center that already 
receives federal funds, private donations, and charges fees for admittance. The Senate 
voted to override the Governor’s line-item veto on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 27-11.

23.	 H 5001 Parks Department Earmarks. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill 
earmarks $5 million for a Parks and Recreation Development Fund. ACU agrees with 
Governor Haley’s veto of this earmark as wasteful spending on a fund that has been 
used for legislative pet projects such as a “Green Bean Museum.” The Senate voted to 
override the Governor’s veto on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 35-4.

24.	 H 5270 Government Collection of Private Dues. This bill allows dues for the 
Society of Former Agents of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division to be 
automatically deducted from government pension payments to retirees. ACU does not 
believe government should act as a collection agent for a single private organization and 
opposed this bill. The Senate voted to override the Governor’s veto of the bill on June 
15, 2016 by a vote of 29-10.
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SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District

H 3874

S 589

S 626

S 1035

H 3114

S 771

S 1075

H 3189

S 719

H 4817

H 4999

S 1016

H 4717

H 4542

H 4327

H 3799

S 980

H 5001 Sum
ter

H 5001 Architecture

H 5001 Outreach

H 5001 Football

H 5001 Artisans

H 5001 Parks

H 5270

ACU Votes
Votes 
Cast

2016  
%

2015 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

ALEXANDER R 1 - - - + + - - - + - + - - - - + - - - - - - - - 5 24 21% 16% 29%

Allen D 7 - - - + - - - - E E + - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 22 9% 0% 6%

BENNETT R 38 - X - + + - - + + - + - - - - + - + - - - + - + 9 23 39% 56% 54%

BRIGHT R 12 + + - + + + + + + + + - + - - + + + + + + + + + 20 24 83% 72% 82%

BRYANT R 3 + + - + + + - + + + + + - - - + + + + X + X X + 16 21 76% 64% 77%

CAMPBELL R 44 - - - + + - E - - - + - - - - + - - - - - - - - 4 23 17% n/a 34%

CAMPSEN R 43 - - E E + - - + - - + - - - - + - X - - + - - + 6 21 29% 58% 59%

CLEARY R 34 - X - + + - E - - - + - - E - E - - - X - - X - 3 18 17% 22% 31%

Coleman D 17 - - X X - - - - - - X - - X - + X - - - - - - X 1 18 6% 0% 9%

CORBIN R 5 + + - + + - - + + - + - - - - + + + + X + + - + 14 23 61% 50% 64%

COURSON R 20 E - X + + - - + + - + - - - - + - - - - + - + - 8 22 36% 48% 49%

CROMER R 18 - - - + + - - - + - + E E - - + - - - - - - - - 5 22 23% 35% 40%

DAVIS R 46 + + - + + - - + + - + + + - - + - + - + + + + + 16 24 67% 64% 74%

FAIR R 6 - - - + + - - + + - + - - - - + + + + + - + - - 11 24 46% 40% 56%

GAMBRELL† R 4 X X X X X X X X X X X X X - - + - - - - - - - - 1 11 n/a n/a n/a

GREGORY R 16 - - X + + - - + + - + + - - - + - - - + + + - - 10 23 43% n/a 58%

GROOMS R 37 + + - + + - - + + - + - + - - + - + - - + - + - 12 24 50% 68% 64%

SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE SCORES
SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE STATISTICS

SPARKS 38%

28%
OVERALL 
AVERAGE

SETZLER  25%
HIGHEST DEMOCRAT

LOWEST REPUBLICANS

39%
REPUBLICAN AVERAGE

12%
DEMOCRAT AVERAGE

CAMPBELL,  
CLEARY  17%
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SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District

H 3874

S 589

S 626

S 1035

H 3114

S 771

S 1075

H 3189

S 719

H 4817

H 4999

S 1016

H 4717

H 4542

H 4327

H 3799

S 980

H 5001 Sum
ter

H 5001 Architecture

H 5001 Outreach

H 5001 Football

H 5001 Artisans

H 5001 Parks

H 5270

ACU Votes
Votes 
Cast

2016  
%

2015 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

HAYES R 15 - - X + + - - - + - + - - - - + - - - - - - - - 5 23 22% 16% 32%

HEMBREE R 28 - - - X + - E + + - + - - - - + - - - - - + - - 6 22 27% 48% 53%

Hutto D 40 - - - + - - - - - - + - - X - + - - - - - - - - 3 23 13% 16% 16%

Jackson† D 21 X - X X + X - - X X + - - - - + - X X X X X X X 3 11 n/a 0% 13%

Johnson D 36 - - - + - - - - - - + - - - - + - - - - - - - - 3 24 13% 0% 7%

Kimpson D 42 - - - E - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - - X 1 22 5% 17% 13%

LEATHERMAN R 31 - - - + + - - - + - + - - - - + - - - - - - - - 5 24 21% 16% 27%

Lourie D 22 X - X X - - X - - - X - - - - X - - - - - X - - 0 17 0% 22% 13%

Malloy D 29 - - - + + - - - X - + - - - - + - - - - - X - - 4 22 18% 26% 24%

MARTIN, L. R 2 - - - + + - - - + - + - - - - + - + - - + - - - 7 24 29% 32% 43%

MARTIN, S.† R 13 + - - + + + - E + + + - - - - + E X X X X X X E 8 15 n/a 48% 69%

MASSEY R 25 - - - + + - - + + - + X - - - + - + - - + X X + 9 21 43% 57% 66%

Matthews, J. D 39 - X X + - - - - - - X E E - - + - - - - - - - - 2 19 11% n/a 5%

Matthews, M. D 45 - - E + - E E - - E + - - - - X - - - - - - - - 2 19 11% n/a 11%

McElveen D 35 - - - + + - - - - - + - - - - + - - - - - - - - 4 24 17% 16% 16%

Nicholson D 10 - - - + - - - - - - + - - - - X - - - - - - - - 2 23 9% 16% 14%

PEELER R 14 + + - X + - - + + - + - - - - + - + - - - + - - 9 23 39% 56% 57%

RANKIN† R 33 X - X X + X X - + X + - - - - E X - X - - - - X 3 14 n/a 0% 25%

Reese† D 11 - - X + + E X - - - + - - - - + E X X X X X X E 4 13 n/a 0% 14%

Sabb D 32 - - - + + - - - - - + - - X - + E - - - - - - E 4 21 19% 0% 6%

Scott D 19 - - X + + - - - - - + - - - - - - X - - - - - - 3 22 14% 0% 7%

Setzler D 26 - - - + + - - - + - + - - - - + - - - - + - - - 6 24 25% 0% 14%

SHEALY R 23 - - - + + - - + + - + - - - - + - + - - - + - + 9 24 38% 56% 61%

Sheheen D 27 - - - + + - - - - - + - - - X X - - - - X - - - 3 21 14% 18% 21%

THURMOND† R 41 + - + + - E - X - E - - - - E - X X - X X X + 4 15 n/a 76% 88%

TURNER R 8 - - - + + - - + + - + - - - - + - - - - + + - - 8 24 33% 61% 62%

VERDIN R 9 E + E + + E - + + - + - X - - + - - - - X - - - 7 19 37% 26% 46%

Williams D 30 - - - + + - - - X - + - - - - E - - - - - - - - 3 22 14% 0% 13%

YOUNG R 24 + - - + + - - - + - + - - - - + - + - + + + - + 11 24 46% 56% 67%
 

† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2016 percentage was not rated. 
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1.	 H 3874 Geothermal Subsidies. This bill provides a 25 percent tax credit for the 
purchase and installation of geothermal machinery and equipment. The credit is 
capped at $3,500 per year or 50 percent of the taxpayer’s liability for that taxable year. 
ACU supports all forms of energy, believes government should not favor one form of 
energy over another, and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on February 4, 
2016 by a vote of 94-8.

2.	 H 4817 Insurance Sales Regulations. This bill requires an independent 
businessperson who sells insurance to furnish a complete set of fingerprints certified 
by the South Carolina Enforcement Division and undergo a state and national 
criminal records check at the applicant's own expense. When entrepreneurship is 
suppressed, the resulting decline in economic growth leads to a reduction in family 
prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. ACU 
opposes these regulations that are primarily designed to discourage competition, and 
opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on March 16, 2016 by a vote of 109-0.

3.	 H 3039 Dilapidated Buildings Act. This bill allows municipal government to seize 
unoccupied property deemed to be “dangerous and unsafe” if the property owner 
does not take steps to make necessary repairs to the property. ACU Foundation’s 
Center for 21st Century Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and supports 
the protection of property rights. ACU opposed this bill. The House defeated the bill 
on April 26, 2016 by a vote of 35-63. 

4.	 H 4999 Good Samaritan Protection. This bill give immunity from liability, unless 
gross negligence is involved, for physicians who provide services free of charge. 
ACU supports the ability of physicians to offer care free of charge if they desire and 
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on April 28, 2016 by a vote of 95-0.

5.	 S 1035 Telemedicine Regulations. This bill allows doctors to treat patients through 
telemedicine technology, such as videoconferencing, so long as they adhere to the 
same standard of care as if seeing the patients in person. ACU supports regulation 
reform that helps patients and reduces the cost of health care and supported this bill. 
The House passed the bill on May 4, 2016 by a vote of 111-0.

6.	 H 3114 Late Term Abortions. This bill bans abortions after the first 20 weeks of 
pregnancy. ACU Foundation’s Center for Human Dignity engages heavily on these 
issues and believes abortion is a human tragedy, and supports restrictions on the 
practice. ACU supported this bill. The House passed the bill on May 17, 2016 by a 
vote of 75-41.

7.	 H 4717 Additional Funds for Farmer Flood Relief. This bill provides for an 
additional $40 million in cash payments for farmers affected by the 2015 flood. 
ACU opposes singling out farmers for cash funds following federal and state disaster 
relief, federal subsidy programs that cover 85% of their business losses and taxpayer 
subsidies for 62% of their crop insurance costs that no other small business receives 
and opposed this bill. The House voted to override Governor Haley’s veto of the bill 
on May 17, 2016 by a vote of 112-2.

8.	 S 1016 Banning Online Eye Exams. This bill prohibits companies from issuing 
prescriptions for eyeglasses and contact lenses on the basis of eye exams conducted 
online by companies, such as Opernative, that conduct exams via computers 
and smartphones. When entrepreneurship is suppressed, the resulting decline in 
economic growth leads to a reduction in family prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU 
Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes regulations that are primarily 
designed to restrict competition and opposed this bill. The House voted to override 
Governor Haley’s veto of the bill on May 19, 2016 by a vote of 98-1.

9.	 S 626 Solar Energy Subsidies. This bill gives special property tax deductions to 
homeowners who install a solar power system. ACU supports all forms of energy, does 
not believe government should favor one form of energy over another, and opposed 
this bill. The House passed the bill on May 31, 2016 by a vote of 54-36.

10.	 H 4542 Right To Try. This bill would allow patients with terminal illnesses to obtain 
experimental drugs from manufacturers without first obtaining approval from the 
federal Food and Drug Administration. ACU believes it is absurd for government to 
deny someone access to a potentially life-saving drug when they are terminally ill, and 
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on June 1, 2016 by a vote of 78-17.

11.	 H 4701 Second Amendment Preservation Act. This bill prohibits state officials from 
cooperating with the federal government in the enforcement of any federal act that 
“limits the right of a person to own, possess, or use a firearm, ammunition or firearm 
accessories.” ACU supports the founders’ belief in the Second Amendment and 
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on June 3, 2016 by a vote of 64-30.

SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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12.	 H 4327 Prohibiting the Opening of Hospices. This bill prohibits opening more than 
one hospice location in the same county and requires each location to obtain its own 
license from the Department of Health and Environmental Control. The bill also 
sets up a task force to implement a Certificate of Need program. ACU opposes these 
regulations that are primarily designed to reduce competition, opposes Certificate 
of Need programs that allow the government to decide whether a new business is 
“justified by need” and opposed this bill. The House failed to override Governor 
Haley’s veto of the bill on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 55-41 (A two-thirds vote is 
required).

13.	 H 5001 Sumter Environmental Center Earmark. The Fiscal Year 2017 
Appropriations bill earmarks $300,000 of the Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism for the Sumter Environmental Center. ACU opposes earmarks for local 
projects with no objective criteria and supported Governor Nicky Haley’s line-item 
veto of this appropriation. The House voted to override the Governor’s veto on June 
15, 2016 by a vote of 94-19.

14.	 H 5001 Architectural Heritage Preservation Earmark. The Fiscal Year 2017 
Appropriations Bill earmarks $2.3 million for “heritage preservation projects.” ACU 
agrees with Governor Haley’s line-item veto of this earmark that sends pass-through 
funds to private entities based on “recommendations” from local legislators rather 
than objective criteria. The House voted to override the Governor’s veto on June 15, 
2016 by a vote of 86-24.

15.	 H 5001 Outreach Education Earmark. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill 
earmarks $1.6 million to the Department of Natural Resources for “Outreach 
Education.” ACU agrees with Governor Haley’s line-item veto of this earmark that 
sends pass-through funds to private entities based on “recommendations” from local 
legislators rather than objective criteria. The House voted to override Governor’s veto 
on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 94-15.

16.	 H 5001 Artisans Center Subsidies. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill earmarks 
$500,000 in funds for the South Carolina Artisans Center. ACU agrees with 
Governor Haley’s line-item veto of this earmark for a privately operated Center that 
already receives federal funds, private donations, and charges fees for admittance. The 
House voted to override the Governor’s veto on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 73-26.

17.	 H 5001 Football Stadium Expansion. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill 
approved a football stadium expansion for Coastal Carolina University to be paid for 
with tuition-backed debt. ACU agrees with Governor Haley’s line-item veto of this 
provision for a project whose estimated costs have doubled in less than one year. The 
House voted to override the Governor’s veto on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 96-12.

18.	 H 5001 Parks Department Earmarks. The Fiscal Year 2017 appropriations bill 
earmarks $5 million for a Parks and Recreation Development Fund. ACU agrees with 
Governor Haley’s veto of this earmark as wasteful spending and that has been used for 
legislative pet projects such, as a “Green Bean Museum.” The House voted to override 
the Governor’s veto on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 100-2.

19.	 H 5270 Government Collection of Private Dues. This bill allows dues for the 
Society of Former Agents of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division to 
be automatically deducted from government pension payments to retirees. ACU 
does not believe government should act as a collection agent for a single private 
organization and opposed this bill. The House voted to override the Governor’s veto 
of the bill on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 105-3.

20.	 S 980 Restrictions on Mobile Veterinarian Practices. This bill prohibits a mobile 
veterinary practice from being “within eyesight” of a privately owned veterinary 
practice. When entrepreneurship is suppressed, the resulting decline in economic 
growth leads to a reduction in family prosperity, as illustrated by the ACU 
Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes regulations that are primarily 
designed to restrict competition and opposed this bill. The House voted to override 
Governor Haley’s veto of the bill on June 15, 2016 by a vote of 92-3.
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Alexander D 59 - - - X X - - X - + - - - - - - - - X X 1 15 7% 29% 12%

ALLISON R 36 - - + + + + - - + + + + + + + + + - - - 13 20 65% 42% 66%

Anderson D 103 - - E + + - - - - E - X - - - - - - - X 2 16 13% n/a 6%

Anthony† D 42 - - - + + + - - - + + E E E E E E E E E 5 11 n/a 62% 54%

ATWATER R 87 - - + E + + - - - - + + E + + + - - E - 8 17 47% 67% 69%

Bales D 80 - - - + + - - - - + + - - - - - - - - - 4 20 20% 51% 38%

BALLENTINE R 71 X - + + + + - - - - + + - + + + - - - - 9 19 47% 48% 58%

Bamberg D 90 - - - + + - - - - + - X - X - X - X - X 3 15 20% 45% 33%

BANNISTER R 24 - - + + + + - - X + X + - - - - - - - - 6 18 33% 64% 55%

BEDINGFIELD† R 28 + - + E + + X - + E E X + + - + - X + X 9 13 n/a 82% 87%

Bernstein D 78 - - - X + - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - 1 18 6% 29% 21%

BINGHAM R 89 - - + + + + - X X X E + - + + + - - - - 8 16 50% 72% 65%

Bowers D 122 - - - + + - - - - + - - - - - - - X - - 3 19 16% 56% 32%

BRADLEY R 123 - - E + + + - - - + + + - - - - - - - X 6 18 33% 63% 48%

BRANNON† R 38 - - E + + + - - X X E X X X X X X X X X 3 7 n/a 65% 63%

Brown, G.† D 50 - - - X X - - - E + X X - - - X - - - X 1 13 n/a 67% 38%

Brown, R. D 116 - - X + + X X - - + - - - - - - - - - - 3 17 18% 17% 17%

BURNS R 17 - - E + + + - - - + + + - - - + - - - - 7 19 37% 69% 55%

32%
OVERALL 
AVERAGE

KIRBY, NEAL,  
ROBINSON-SIMPSON 24%

HIGHEST DEMOCRATS

LIMEHOUSE  21%
LOWEST REPUBLICAN

43%
REPUBLICAN AVERAGE

17%
DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
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CHUMLEY R 35 + - + + + + - - E X + + + + X X + + - - 11 16 69% n/a 80%

CLARY R 3 - - + + + + - - - + + - - - - - - - - - 6 20 30% 48% 39%

CLEMMONS R 107 - - + + + + - - + + + - - - - - - - - - 7 20 35% 67% 54%

Clyburn D 82 - - - + + X E E X X - - - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 33% 25%

Cobb-Hunter D 66 - - - X + - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - 2 19 11% 24% 19%

COLE R 32 - - + X + + - - + + + + - - - + - - - - 8 19 42% 65% 64%

COLLINS R 5 - - + + + + - - - + + - - - - X + - - - 7 19 37% 69% 53%

CORLEY† R 84 + - X X X + - X X + X - X - - X X - - - 3 11 n/a 44% 44%

CRAWFORD R 68 - - + + + + - - + - X - + - - - X - X - 6 17 35% 52% 52%

CROSBY R 117 - - - + + + - - + + + - - - - - - - - - 6 20 30% 67% 57%

DANING R 92 - E - X + + - - + + + - + X + - - - - - 7 17 41% 51% 51%

DAVIS† R 100 X X X X X X X X X X X + - - - - - - - - 1 9 n/a n/a n/a

DELLENEY R 43 - - + + + + - - X - + + - - - - - - - - 6 19 32% 71% 55%

Dillard D 23 X - - + + - - - - + X - - - - - - - - - 3 18 17% 29% 20%

Douglas D 41 - - + X + - - - - + X - - - - - - - - - 3 18 17% 53% 29%

DUCKWORTH R 104 - - + + + + - - + + + + + + - + X - - - 11 19 58% 57% 58%

ERICKSON R 124 - - + + + + - E E X + + - - - - - - - X 6 16 38% 81% 67%

FELDER R 26 - - + + + + - - - + + + + + + + + - - - 12 20 60% 68% 70%

FINLAY R 75 - - + + + + X - X + + + - - - - - - - - 7 18 39% 59% 59%

FORRESTER R 34 - - + + E + - - + - + + + + + + - - - - 10 19 53% 57% 68%

FRY R 106 - - + + + + - - + + + - + + - + - - X - 10 19 53% n/a 53%

Funderburk D 52 - - - + + - - - - + + - - - - - - - - - 4 20 20% 57% 38%

GAGNON R 11 X - - E + + - - + + + + - - - - - - - - 6 18 33% 66% 57%

GAMBRELL† R 7 X - E + + - E X X E X X X X X X X X X 2 5 n/a 64% 62%

George D 57 - - - + + - - - - + X X - - - - - X - - 3 17 18% n/a 25%

Gilliard D 111 - - - + + - - - X + - - - - - - - - - - 3 19 16% 29% 23%

GOLDFINCH† R 108 - - + + + + - - X X + X X X X X X X - X 5 10 n/a 58% 71%

Govan† D 95 - - X + X - - - E X X - - - - X X - - - 1 13 n/a n/a 20%

HAMILTON† R 20 X X + + + + - - E E + X X X X X X X X X 5 7 n/a 67% 79%

HARDEE† R 105 - - + + + + - X + X + X X X X X X X - X 6 10 n/a 43% 55%

Hart† D 73 - - X + + - - X X X X - - - - X - - - X 2 13 n/a n/a n/a

Hayes D 55 - - - + + - - - - + X - - - - - - - - - 3 19 16% 53% 38%

HENDERSON R 21 - - + + + + - - + + + - - - - - - - - - 7 20 35% 57% 57%

Henegan D 54 - - X + + - - E - X - - - - - - - - - - 2 17 12% 29% 20%
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HERBKERSMAN R 118 - - X + + + - - X + + - - - - - - - X - 5 17 29% 67% 53%

HICKS† R 37 - - X X + + - X + + + X - - - X - X - X 5 13 n/a 69% 80%

HILL R 8 + - + + + + + + + + + X + + + + + X + + 17 18 94% 83% 89%

HIOTT R 4 - - + X + + - - + - + - - + - + - - - - 7 19 37% 52% 50%

HIXON R 83 X - + X + + - E - - + - - X - + - - - - 5 16 31% 57% 53%

Hodges† D 121 - - + + E - - - - + - X - - X X X X X X 3 12 n/a 28% 23%

HORNE† R 94 E - + E + + - X X X E X X X X X X X - X 3 6 n/a n/a 67%

Hosey D 91 - - - + + - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - 3 20 15% 32% 23%

Howard D 76 - - X X + X - - - + - - - - X X - - - X 2 14 14% 36% 26%

HUGGINS R 85 - - + + + + - - - - X + + + + + - - E - 9 18 50% 73% 72%

Jefferson D 102 - - + + + - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - 4 20 20% 20% 16%

JOHNSON R 58 - - + + + + - - + + + + + + - - - - - - 10 20 50% 61% 56%

JORDAN R 63 - - + + + + - - + + + - - + - - - - - - 8 20 40% n/a 40%

KENNEDY R 39 - - + X + + - - - - + + + + + + + - - - 10 19 53% 69% 68%

King D 49 - - E + + - - - - X - - - - - - - - - - 2 18 11% n/a 20%

Kirby D 61 - X + + + - - E - + - - - - - - - X - - 4 17 24% 50% 37%

Knight D 97 - E + + X - - - - + X - - - - - - - - - 3 17 18% 48% 28%

LIMEHOUSE R 110 - - X + X X - X X X + + - - - - - - - - 3 14 21% 75% 53%

LOFTIS R 19 - - + + + + - - - + + + - - - + - - - - 8 20 40% 63% 57%

LONG† R 45 E X + + X + - - + X X E - E E E E E - E 4 8 n/a 75% 88%

LOWE R 60 - - + + + + - X + - X + - + - + - + - - 9 18 50% 71% 65%

LUCAS R 65 - X - + + + - - + + X - - - - - - - - - 5 18 28% 65% 50%

Mack D 109 - - E X + - - - - + - X - - - - - - - - 2 17 12% 31% 20%

McCOY R 115 - - X + + + - - - + + + - - X - - - - - 6 18 33% 52% 55%

McEachern D 77 - - + + + - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - 4 20 20% 41% 25%

McKnight D 101 - - X + + - - X - + - - - - X - - - - - 3 17 18% 32% 25%

McLeod, M. D 79 - - - X + - - - X + - - - - - - - - - - 2 18 11% 23% 19%

McLeod, W. D 40 X - - + + - - - E + - X - - - X - - - X 3 15 20% 36% 26%

MERRILL R 99 - - + + + + - E X + X + - - - - + - X - 7 16 44% 88% 63%

Mitchell D 31 - X X + + - - - X E X - - - - - - - X - 2 14 14% n/a 16%

MOSS, D. R 29 - - + + + + - - + - + + - - - - - - - - 7 20 35% 73% 64%

MOSS, V. S. R 30 - - E E + + - - + + + + - - - - - - - - 6 18 33% 69% 58%

MURPHY† R 98 X E X E + X E - X X X X - - - - - - - X 1 9 n/a n/a 73%

NANNEY† R 22 E - + E + + - - + - + X X X X X X X X X 5 9 n/a n/a 90%
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Neal D 70 X X + + + - - X - + - - - - - - - - - - 4 17 24% n/a 16%

NEWTON R 120 - - X + + + - - - + + + - - - - - X - - 6 18 33% 73% 55%

NORMAN R 48 X X + + + + + - - - + + + + + + + - + + 14 18 78% 65% 76%

Norrell D 44 - - - + + - - - - + + - - - - - - - - - 4 20 20% 56% 34%

Ott D 93 - - + + + - X - - + E - - - - - - - - - 4 18 22% 50% 35%

Parks D 12 E - - + + - - - - + - E - - - - - - - E 3 17 18% 31% 19%

PITTS R 14 - - X + + + - X + X + - - - - - - - - - 5 17 29% 58% 50%

POPE R 47 - X - + + + - - X + + - - - - - - - - X 5 17 29% 63% 57%

PUTNAM R 10 + - + X + + - - E X + X + + + + + - - X 10 15 67% 80% 79%

QUINN R 69 - - + + + + - - - + + + - + + + + - - - 11 20 55% 62% 65%

Ridgeway D 64 - - - + + - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - 3 20 15% 51% 28%

RILEY R 13 - - + + + + - - + - + - - - - - - - - - 6 20 30% 65% 53%

RIVERS R 15 - - + X + + - - - + + + + + + + - - - - 10 19 53% 63% 64%

Robinson-Simpson D 25 E - + + + - - - - + - - - - - - - X X - 4 17 24% n/a 19%

Rutherford D 74 X - - + + - - - - + X - - X - X - - - - 3 16 19% 57% 31%

RYHAL R 56 E - + + + + - E + + + + - - - - - - - - 8 18 44% 57% 53%

SANDIFER R 2 - - + + + + - - + X + + - - - - - - - - 7 19 37% 63% 58%

SIMRILL R 46 - X + + + + - - X X + + - - - - - - - - 6 17 35% 73% 60%

SMITH, GA. R. R 27 + X - + E + - - - X + + + + - X - - - - 7 16 44% 66% 65%

SMITH, GE. M. R 67 - - + + + + - E - + + + - - - - - - - - 7 19 37% 67% 63%

Smith, J. D 72 - - - + X - - X X + - - - - - - - - - - 2 17 12% 9% 16%

SOTTILE R 112 - - - + + + - X + + + + - - - - - - - - 7 19 37% 63% 57%

SOUTHARD† R 100 + - E X X X X X X X + X X X X X X X X X 2 3 n/a n/a 75%

SPIRES R 96 - - + + + + - - X + X - - - - - - - - - 5 18 28% 58% 51%

Stavrinakis D 119 - - - + + - - - - + - X - - - - - - - X 3 18 17% 56% 30%

STRINGER R 18 X - X X + + - E + + + X - - - - - - X X 5 13 n/a 81% 86%

TALLON R 33 - - + + + + - - + + + X - - - + X - - - 8 18 44% 55% 55%

TAYLOR R 86 X - + + + + - - X X + - - - - - + - - - 6 17 35% 73% 65%

THAYER R 9 X E + E + + - - + + E + + - - + - - - + 9 16 56% 81% 79%

Tinkler D 114 - - - + + - - - - + - - - - - X - - - - 3 19 16% 29% 23%

TOOLE R 88 E - X + + + X - - - E + + + + + - - - - 8 16 50% 64% 63%

Weeks D 51 - X - + + - - - X + - - - - - - - - - - 3 18 17% 55% 36%

WELLS† R 81 - - X + + X X - X X X X - - - X - X - X 2 10 n/a 69% 55%

Whipper D 113 X - - + + X X - X + - X - - - - - X - - 3 14 21% n/a 46%

WHITE R 6 + - + E E + - - + - + - - - - - - - - - 5 18 28% 59% 31%
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WHITMIRE R 1 - - + + + + - - + + + + - - - - - - - - 8 20 40% 58% 53%

Williams D 62 - - + + + - - - - + E - - - - - - - - - 4 19 21% 44% 47%

WILLIS R 16 - - - + + + - - + - + + - + - + + - - - 9 20 45% 74% 40%

YOW† R 53 - - + + + + - - + + + E E E E E E E - E 7 12 n/a 63% 74%
 
† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2016 percentage was not rated. 




