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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Fellow Conservatives,

We are pleased to present the American Conservative Union Foundation’s ratings for the 2016 meeting of the Utah State Legislature. Like our Congressional
Ratings, our State Ratings reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual's life. The Utah legislators with the highest scores voted
most consistently with the ideals articulated in the U.S. Constitution: limited and transparent government, individual rights, personal responsibility, and lasting
cultural values.

In 2015, ACU Foundation was proud to make history by being the first organization to rate every single state legislature across the full spectrum of issues,
helping each voter understand how his or her state ranks among the rest.

Ultimately, we are trying to help people understand what conservatism is and how it improves the lives of everyday Americans. Conservatism is the political
philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person. We think that understanding this idea is essential if Americans are to successfully govern themselves again.

Working with our policy centers and fellows, the ACU Foundation engages in deep policy analysis to help create our annual state scorecards. We have
enhanced the vote descriptions this year to show this effort more clearly.

By examining all 50 of our State Ratings, we can see which states have most effectively promoted conservative solutions and which have struggled. Our
ratings also help identify legislators who have courageously fought against liberal majorities. We hope that this guide helps you learn how well, or poorly, your
legislators work to preserve the values we share.

Sixterely,

MattSchlapp
Chairman
American Conservative Union
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the Utah
State Legislature that determine a member’s adherence to
conservative principles. We selected bills that focus on Ronald
Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, spending, healthcare, and
property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life,
welfare, and education; and 3) government integrity: voting,
individual liberty, privacy, and transparency. This wide range
of issues are designed to give citizens an accurate assessment
that conveys which of Utah’s elected leaders best defend the
principles of a free society: Life, Liberty and Property.
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2016 WINNERS & LOSERS
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UTAH SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

SB 45 Decriminalizing Truancy. This bill eliminates prison sentences and heavy fines
for parents whose children are absent from school more days than the school allows.
Research based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index indicates that over-
criminalization has a negative effect on the economy and the family dynamic. ACU
opposes criminalizing common problems, such as truancy, and supported this bill. The
Senate passed the bill on February 17, 2016 by a vote of 22-5.

SB 108 Birthing Centers. This bill prohibits the Department of Health and the Health
Facility Committee from preventing the expansion of birthing centers by imposing
mandates that are impossible to fulfill. ACU opposes regulations that are primarily

designed to restrict competition and keep prices high for consumers and supported this
bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 22, 2016 by a vote of 24-2.

HB 67 Firearm Regulations. This bill ends the prohibition on carrying a firearm on a
bus for self-defense. ACU supports the founders’ belief in the Second Amendment and
supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 22, 2016 by a vote of 24-2.

HB 41 Government Run Day Care. This bill allows elementary schools to offer parents
a paid service for extra hours of daycare for kindergarten students. It also requires

the government to pay the cost of those who say they can't afford it. ACU opposes a
program benefiting from government money that, in effect, competes against private
day care centers for customers and opposed this bill. The Senate defeated the bill on
February 24, 2016 by a vote of 11-14.

SB 180 Tax Increase. This bill removes Salt Lake City’s option to impose a sales tax
increase after they were selected as the site for a new state prison. ACU opposes needless
tax increases that, in this case, would raise the local sales tax to over 7 percent and

supported this bill. The Senate defeated the bill on March 1, 2016 by a vote of 13-15.

SB 107 Hate Crimes. This bill creates new penalties for old crimes if; in the opinion
of the government, a victim was targeted because of “his or her belief or perception
regarding the victim’s race, religion, national origin, or sexual orientation.” ACU
opposes efforts to establish double jeopardy criminal laws based on people’s thoughts

and opposed this bill. The Senate defeated the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of 11-17.

HB 251 Employer Mandates. This bill bans employers from including “non-compete”
clauses in employee contracts, even if just for other companies in their field. ACU
opposes mandates that interfere with the free market and the right of both employees
and employers to negotiate their own contracts and opposed this bill. The Senate passed
the bill on March 8, 2016 by a vote of 22-6.

HB 87 Fuel Subsidies. This bill sets up a new $500,000 grant program to subsidize

those who convert their vehicles to a government-approved fuel system. ACU supports
all forms of energy, opposes the government favoring one form of energy over another,
and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 10, 2016 by a vote of 25-2.

SB 115 Solar Subsidies. This bill ends the requirement that utility companies give
a 30% subsidy to users of solar power and instead requires solar energy customers to
bear the same costs as other customers. ACU supports all forms of energy, opposes
government favoring one form of energy over another, and supported this bill. The
Senate passed the bill on March 10, 2016 by a vote of 20-8.

10.

SB 153 Welfare Reform. This bill requires welfare applicants to receive training and
education in self-reliance during the first three months of receiving benefits. Research
based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that families and the
economy do better when people are employed, especially in private sector jobs. ACU
supports reasonable requirements for welfare recipients, particularly those that will
help them become self-sufficient, and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on
March 10, 2016 by a vote of 24-3.

11.

SB 234 Abortion Regulations. This bill requires a physician performing an abortion
to administer anesthetics to a fetus if the pregnancy has lasted over 20 weeks. Research
based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index indicates that declining birth
rates ultimately hinder economic growth, which negatively effects family prosperity.
ACU believes abortion is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on the practice and
supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 10, 2016 by a vote of 25-3.

12.

HB 250 Water Heater Mandates. This bill limits the sale of water heaters to only
those classified as ultra-low nitrogen oxide burning natural gas water heaters as of July
2018. ACU opposes these mandates that interfere with the free market and drive up
the cost of water heaters to consumers and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the
bill on March 10, 2016 by a vote of 23-3.

13.

HB 298 Firearm Seller Protection. This bill protects those who sell firearms from
frivolous lawsuits when a third party uses a firearm unlawfully. ACU supports this
type of tort reform and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 10,
2016 by a vote of 18-3.
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UTAH SENATE SCORES

UTAH SENATE STATISTICS

£ REPUBLICAN AVERAGE h.h DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
My 68% m- 26%
OVERALL
AVERAGE
62%
LOWEST REPUBLICAN HIGHEST DEMOCRAT
URQUHART 44% MAYNE 42%
UTAH SENATE VOTE DETAIL
. Votes [PIVCI 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | sp45 | sB108 | HBG7 HB41 | SB180 | SB107 | HB251 | HB87 | SB115 | SB153 | SB234 | HB250 | HB 298 ote Cast % % NG
ADAMS R 22 + + + + + + + + X 8 12 67% 56% 61%
BRAMBLE R 16 + X X X + + + + + 6 10 60% 63% 61%
CHRISTENSEN R 19 + + + + + + + + + 9 13 69% 88% 78%
Dabakis D 2 + 1 13 8% 0% 4%
Davis D 3 + + + + + 5 13 38% 13% 25%
DAYTON R 15 + + + + + + + + + + 10 13 77% 89% 83%
Escamilla D 1 + + 2 13 15% 0% 8%
FILLMORE R 10 + + + + + + 4 + + + + 1 13 85% nla 85%
HARPER R 6 + + + + + + + + + + 10 13 7% 56% 66%
HENDERSON R 7 + + + + + + + + + + 10 13 77% 100% 88%
HILLYARD R 25 X X + + + + + X + 6 10 60% 56% 58%
HINKINS R 27 + + + X + + + + + + 9 12 75% 56% 65%
lwamotot D 4 + + X X X X X X X 2 6 n/a 0% 0%
JACKSON R 14 + + + + + + + + + + + 1 13 85% 78% 81%
JENKINS R 20 + + X + X + + + + X 7 10 70% 89% 79%
KNUDSON R 17 + + + + + + + + + 9 13 69% 56% 62%
MADSEN R 13 + + + + + + + + + + X 10 12 83% 100% 92%
Mayne D 5 + + + ¥ ¥ X 5 12 42% 0% 21%
MILLNER R 18 + + + + + + X 6 12 50% 56% 53%
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UTAH SENATE VOTE DETAIL

016 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | s45 | sB108 | HB67 | HB41 | SB180 | SB107 | HB251 | HB87 | SB115 | SB153 | SB234 | HB250 | HB 298 ote % % VG

NIEDERHAUSER R 9 + + + X X + X + + 6 10 60% 50% 55%
OKERLUND R 24 + + + + X + + + + 8 12 67% 56% 61%
SHIOZAWA R 8 + + + + + + X 6 12 50% 1% 31%
STEPHENSON R 11 + + + X + + + + + + 9 12 75% 89% 82%
STEVENSON R 21 + + + + + + + + 8 13 62% 56% 59%
THATCHER R 12 + + + + + + + + + + 10 13 77% 67% 72%
URQUHART R 29| X X + + + + X X 4 9 44% 63% 53%
VAN TASSELL R 26 + + X + + + + + + 8 12 67% 44% 56%
VICKERS R 28 + + + + + + + + 8 13 62% 67% 64%
WEILER R 23 + + + + + + + + 8 13 62% 56% 59%

T Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2016 percentage was not rated.
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UTAH HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

HB 22 Civil Asset Forfeiture. This bill makes comprehensive reforms to the Civil
Asset Forfeiture law, including the following: requiring specific criminal allegations
before property can be seized, limiting the type of property that can be seized,
requiring the return of property if the property owner is acquitted, and requiring
proceeds go to an education fund. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st Century
Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and supports reforms of asset forfeiture
laws that violate property rights and ACU supported this bill. The House passed the
bill on February 8, 2016 by a vote of 56-17.

HB 41 Government Run Day Care. This bill allows elementary schools to offer
parents a paid service for extra hours of daycare for kindergarten students. It also
requires the government to pay the cost of those who say they can’t afford it. ACU
opposes a program benefiting from government money that, in effect, competes
against private day care centers for customers and opposed this bill. The House passed
the bill on February 8, 2016 by a vote of 47-27.

HB 67 Firearm Regulations. This bill ends the prohibition on carrying a firearm on
a bus for self-defense. ACU supports the founders’ belief in the Second Amendment
and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 9, 2016 by a vote of
59-12.

HB 80 Impounding Vehicles. This bill removes the requirement that police impound
any vehicle found to be carrying no insurance. Instead, this bill permits the police
discretion in making a decision on whether the impoundment is necessary. ACU
Foundation’s Center for 21st Century Property Rights engages heavily on this issue
and supports this flexibility when property rights are at stake and ACU supported this
bill. The House defeated the bill on February 18, 2016 by a vote of 29-40.

SB 108 Birthing Centers. This bill prohibits the Department of Health and the
Health Facility Committee from preventing the expansion of birthing centers by
imposing mandates that are impossible to fulfill. ACU opposes regulations that are

primarily designed to restrict competition and keep prices high for consumers and
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of 62-4.

HB 251 Employer Mandates. This bill bans employers from including “non-
compete” clauses in employee contracts, even if just for other companies in their field.
ACU opposes these mandates that interfere with the free market and the right of both
employees and employers to negotiate their own contracts and opposed this bill. The
House passed the bill on March 9, 2016 by a vote of 71-2.

SB 45 Decriminalizing Truancy. This bill eliminates prison sentences and heavy fines
for parents whose children are absent from school more days than the school allows.
Research based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index indicates that over-
criminalization has a negative effect on the economy and the family dynamic. ACU
opposes criminalizing common problems, such as truancy, and supported this bill.
‘The House defeated the bill on March 10, 2016 by a vote of 32-39.

10.

HB 87 Fuel Subsidies. This bill sets up a new $500,000 grant program to subsidize
those who convert their vehicles to a government-approved fuel system. ACU
supports all forms of energy, opposes the government favoring one form of energy
over another, and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on March 10, 2016 by
a vote of 47-18.

HB 132 Home-Based Business Licenses. This bill exempts small, home-based
businesses from local license and fee requirements. Research based on the ACU
Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that expanded entrepreneurship
promotes economic growth, allowing families to prosper. ACU supports regulatory
reform that helps entrepreneurship and supported this bill. The House passed the bill
on February 22, 2016 by a vote of 57-17.

. SB 115 Solar Subsidies. This bill ends the requirement that utility companies give

a 30% subsidy to users of solar power and instead requires solar energy customers to
bear the same costs as other customers. ACU supports all forms of energy, opposes
government favoring one form of energy over another and supported this bill. The
House passed the bill on March 10, 2016 by a vote of 46-26.

HB 86 Double Dipping. This bill allows a retired government employee to return to
employment at a different agency after 60 days instead of the current waiting period
of one year. The retired employee will continue to receive benefits from the first job
but will not accrue new benefits from the second job. ACU opposes double dipping
that allows government employees to game the system and opposed this bill. The
House passed the bill on February 26, 2015 by a vote of 45-28.

SB 153 Welfare Reform. This bill requires welfare applicants to receive training and
education in self-reliance during the first three months of receiving benefits. Research
based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that families and the
economy do better when people are employed, especially in private sector jobs. ACU
supports reasonable requirements for welfare recipients, particularly those that will
help them become self-sufficient, and supported this bill. The House passed the bill
on March 10, 2016 by a vote of 45-28.
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13.

SB 234 Abortion Regulations. This bill requires a physician performing an abortion
to administer anesthetics to a fetus if the pregnancy has lasted over 20 weeks.
Research based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index indicates that
declining birth rates ultimately hinder economic growth, which negatively effects
family prosperity. ACU believes abortion is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on
the practice and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on March 10, 2016 by
a vote of 57-10.

14.

HB 250 Water Heater Mandates. This bill limits the sale of water heaters to only
those classified as ultra-low nitrogen oxide burning natural gas water heaters as of July
2018. ACU opposes mandates that interfere with the free market and drive up the
cost of water heaters to consumers and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on
March 10, 2016 by a vote of 46-22.

15. HB 298 Firearm Seller Protection. This bill protects those who sell firearms from
frivolous lawsuits when a third party uses a firearm unlawfully. ACU supports this
type of tort reform and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on March 10,
2016 by a vote of 60-9.
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UTAH HOUSE SCORES

UTAH HOUSE STATISTICS

k__.m \ DEMOCRAT AVERAGE

an REPUBLICAN AVERAGE
My 63% m 25%
OVERALL
AVERAGE
57%
LOWEST REPUBLICAN HIGHEST DEMOCRAT
SAGERS 27% DUCKWORTH 38%
UTAH HOUSE VOTE DETAIL
o A Votes [PIJCEM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District HB22 | HB41 HB 67 HB80 | HB132 | HB86 | SB108 | HB251 | SB45 HB87 | SB115 | SB153 | SB234 | HB250 | HB298 ote Cast % % AVG
ANDEREGG R 6| + + + + + X + + + + + X 1" 13 85% 86% 85%
ANDERSON R 340 + + X X X + + X X + 6 10 60% 22% 41%
Arent D 36| + + 3 15 20% 0% 10%
BARLOW R 171 + + + + + + + + X + 9 14 64% 56% 60%.
Briscoe D 25| + + + 4 15 27% 1% 19%
BROWN R 53 + + + + + + + 7 15 47% 67% 57%
Chavez-Houck D 24|+ + 2 15 13% 22% 18%
CHEW R 55| + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 56% 68%
CHRISTENSEN R 321 + + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 67% 67%
CHRISTOFFERSON R 56| + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 44% 62%
COLEMAN R 421 + + + X + + + + X + + + X 1 12 92% 67% 79%
Cox R 301 + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 78% 72%
CUNNINGHAM R 50| + + + X X + + + + + 8 13 62% 44% 53%
CUTLER R 44 + + + + + + + 7 15 47% 22% 34%
DAW R 60 + + + + + + + + + + X 10 14 71% 56% 63%
DEE R 11 + + X + + + X + 6 13 46% 56% 51%
DiCARO R 31 + + + + + + X + + 9 14 64% 44% 54%.
DRAXLER R 3+ + + + + 6 15 40% 38% 39%
Duckworth D 221 + + X + + X + 5 13 38% 33% 36%
DUNNIGAN R 391 + + + X + + + 7 14 50% 56% 53%

10
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UTAH HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

" ! Votes WPUICEM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District HB22 | HB41 HB 67 HB80 | HB132 | HB86 | SB108 | HB251 | SB45 HB87 | SB115 | SB153 | SB234 | HB250 | HB 298 ote Cast A % AVG

EDWARDS R 200 + - - + - - + + + 5 15 33% 1% 22%
ELIASON R 45 + + + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 67% 63%
FAWSON R 7 - + + + + + + + + + X + + 1" 14 79% 78% 78%
FROERER R 8| + + + + + + + + + 9 14 64% 33% 49%
GIBSON R 65| + + X + X + + + X 6 12 50% nfa 50%
GREENE R 571 + + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 15 93% 100% 97%
GROVER R 61 + + + + + X + 8 14 57% 75% 66%
HALL R 331 4+ + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 44% 56%
HANDY R 16 + + + + X + + + 7 14 50% 22% 36%
HAWKES R 18| + + + + + X + + + + X + 10 13 7% 67% 72%
Hemingway D 40| + + + X X 3 13 23% nla 23%
Hollins D 23] + + + + 4 15 27% 22% 24%
HUGHES R 51 + X X + + + X + 8 12 67% 57% 62%
HUTCHINGS R 38| - + + + + X + + 8 14 57% 67% 62%
IPSON R 75 + X X + + + + 5 13 38% 50% 44%
IVORY R 471 + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 67% 73%
KENNEDY R 27 + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 67% 73%
King, Brad D 69 + + 4 + X + 5 14 36% 44% 40%
King, Brian D 28 + + + 4 15 27% 22% 24%
KNOTWELL R 52 + W e + + + + e + + + + W e 14 15 93% 67% 80%
LAST R 71 + + + + + + + + 8 15 53% 56% 54%
LIFFERTH R 21+ + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 15 93% 67% 80%
McCAY R 41 + + + + + + + + + 12 14 86% 56% 1%
McIFF R 70| + + + + + + X + 7 14 50% 22% 36%
McKELL R 66| + + + + + X + + + + + 10 14 1% 56% 63%
Moss D 37+ i X 2 14 14% 0% 7%
NELSON R 68| + + + X + + + 6 14 43% 22% 33%
NOEL R 73 + + + + + + 7 15 47% 50% 48%
ODA R 141 + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 67% 73%
OWENS R 58 A + X + X + + + + + 8 13 62% nfa 62%
PERRY R 29 + + + + + + 6 15 40% 25% 33%
PETERSON, J. R 9 + + + + + + + 7 15 47% 63% 55%
PETERSON, V. R 59 + + + + + + + + + + + 1 15 73% 78% 76%
PITCHER R 10| + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 14% 37%
Poulson D 46| + + X 4 14 29% 25% 27%
POWELL R 54| X + + X + + 4 13 31% 11% 21%

11
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UTAH HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

A 016 2015 | LIFETIME
Pa ity District HB 22 HB 41 HB 67 HB80 | HB132 | HB86 | SB108 | HB251 | SB45 HB87 | SB115 | SB153 | SB234 | HB250 | HB298 ote % % AVG

RAY R 13 - - + - + - + . + - - + X - + 6 14 43% 75% 59%
REDD R 4 X - - - + + + + - + 5 14 36% 22% 29%
ROBERTS R 67 + + + X + + + + + + + + + + 13 14 93% 78% 85%
Romero D 26 + + + + X 4 14 29% 1% 20%
SAGERS R 21 - . - - - - - - - - - + + + 4 15 27% 33% 30%
SANDALL R 1 + + + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 38% 49%
SANPEI R 63 + + + + X X + + + + 10 13 77% 67% 72%
SCHULTZ R 12| + X + X X + + + X + 8 il 73% 56% 64%
SNOW R 741 + + + + X + + + + 9 14 64% 33% 49%
SPENDLOVE R 491 + + + + X + + X + 7 13 54% 67% 60%
STANARD R 62 + + + + + + + + + + 12 14 86% 75% 80%
STRATTON R 48 + + X + + + + + + + + + 12 14 86% 89% 87%
TANNER R 43 + + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 33% 47%
THURSTON R 64| + + + + + + + + + + + 1" 15 73% 56% 64%
WARD R 19 + + + + + + + 7 15 47% 13% 30%
WEBB R 5 - + + + + + X 7 14 50% 56% 53%
WESTWOOD R 72 + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 22% 41%
Wheatley D 35 + + X + 3 13 23% 1% 17%
WILSON R 15 + + + + + X + + + + 9 14 64% 75% 70%
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