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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION'S 2016 Ratings of West Virginia

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Fellow Conservatives,

We are pleased to present the American Conservative Union Foundation’s ratings for the 2016 meeting of the West Virginia Legislature. Like our Congressional
Ratings, our State Ratings reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual's life. The West Virginia legislators with the highest scores
voted most consistently with the ideals articulated in the U.S. Constitution: limited and transparent government, individual rights, personal responsibility, and
lasting cultural values.

In 2015, ACU Foundation was proud to make history by being the first organization to rate every single state legislature across the full spectrum of issues,
helping each voter understand how his or her state ranks among the rest.

Ultimately, we are trying to help people understand what conservatism is and how it improves the lives of everyday Americans. Conservatism is the political
philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person. We think that understanding this idea is essential if Americans are to successfully govern themselves again.

Working with our policy centers and fellows, the ACU Foundation engages in deep policy analysis to help create our annual state scorecards. We have
enhanced the vote descriptions this year to show this effort more clearly.

By examining all 50 of our State Ratings, we can see which states have most effectively promoted conservative solutions and which have struggled. Our
ratings also help identify legislators who have courageously fought against liberal majorities. We hope that this guide helps you learn how well, or poorly, your
legislators work to preserve the values we share.

Sixterely,
MattSchlapp

Chairman
American Conservative Union
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the West
Virginia Legislature that determine a member’s adherence to
conservative principles. We selected bills that focus on Ronald
Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, spending, healthcare, and
property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life,
welfare, and education; and 3) government integrity: voting,
individual liberty, privacy, and transparency. This wide range
of issues are designed to give citizens an accurate assessment
that conveys which of West Virginia’s elected leaders best
defend the principles of a free society: Life, Liberty and
Property.
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2016 WINNERS & LOSERS

AWARD FOR NSERVATIVE
90_1 00% EXCELLENOCECO 5 ‘ <= 1 0% COALITION OF THE RADICAL LEFT ’
s
n/a CADLE IHLE Beach Caputo Perdue
DUKE STATLER Facemire Fleischauer Pethtel
FAIRCLOTH Laird
Romano
Snyder

AWARD FOR CONSERVATIVE
80'89% ACHIEVEMENT ‘

SENATE HOUSE

BLAIR ARMSTEAD HOUSEHOLDER SOBONYA
BOLEY AZINGER HOWELL STANSBURY
BOSO BLAIR KESSINGER SUMMERS
CARMICHAEL BUTLER KURCABA UPSON
CLINE DEEM LANE WALTERS
COLE ESPINOSA McGEEHAN WAXMAN
FERNS EVANS, D. MILLER WELD
GAUNCH FAST MOFFATT WHITE, B.
KARNES FOLK NELSON, J. ZATEZALO
LEONHARDT FOSTER O'NEAL

MAYNARD FRICH OVERINGION

SYPOLT GEARHEART ROWAN

TRUMP HAMRICK SHOTT

WALTERS HILL SMITH, R.
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WEST VIRGINIA SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

1. SB 387 Raw Milk Regulation. This bill legalizes shared animal ownership agreements
that allow consumers to consume raw milk. The bill requires written documentation
acknowledging the dangers of raw milk and gives immunity to the herd seller for any
harmful effects. ACU believes in regulatory reform that allows consumers to make
their own choices and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 5,
2016 by a vote of 22-12.

2. SB 1 Right to Work. This bill ensures that employees will no longer be forced to join
a union or pay union fees in order to work. ACU supports the Right to Work and
supported this bill. The Senate overrode the Governors’ veto of the bill on February
12, 2016 by a vote of 18-16.

SB 6 Drug Testing for Welfare Recipients. This bill creates a three year pilot program
to screen applicants for welfare in West Virginia if there is a reasonable suspicion

they are using illegal drugs. Applicants who fail a drug test twice will lose their
welfare benefits for 12 months and have to participate in a drug treatment program.
A third failed test will result in losing benefits for life. Research based on the ACU
Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that illicit drug use imposes a significant
economic burden on families and society, in terms of lost productivity, increased
costs, and impaired family structure. ACU supports reasonable restrictions on welfare
benefits and supported this bill. The Senate gave final passage to the bill on March 10,
2016 by a vote of 27-7.

3. HB 4005 Prevailing Wage Repeal. This bill repeals the prevailing wage law. ACU
opposes these artificial wage requirements, which force contractors to pay a wage set
by the government — usually the union rate — and drives up the cost of construction

projects to the taxpayer. ACU supported this bill. The Senate overrode the Governors’

veto of the bill on February 12, 2016 by a vote of 18-16.

SB 10 Dismemberment Abortion Ban. This bill outlaws a form of abortion that uses
sharp-edged metal clamps and tools that result in the dismemberment of the fetus.
ACU Foundation’s Center for Human Dignity engages heavily on these issues and
believes abortion is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on the practice, and ACU
supported this bill. The Senate overrode the Governors’ veto of the bill on March 10,
2016 by a vote of 25-9.

4. HB 4175 Homeschool Regulation Reform. This bill eliminates a number of punitive
regulations that harm homeschool students. They include a prohibition on classifying
homeschooled students as “habitually absent” and removing numerous requirements
on a parent’s ability to homeschool their child. It also allows parents to administer
required tests. ACU supports the right of parents to homeschool their children and

supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 20, 2016 by a vote of 26-6.

10.

HB 4014 Common Core. This bill prevents the State Board of Education from
implementing Common Core standards. ACU supports local control of education
and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 10, 2016 by a vote of
22-12.

5. SB 582 Fuel Subsidies. This bill provides for a refundable tax credit on fuel used for
diesel locomotives. ACU opposes these subsidies that favor one industry over another
and place a higher tax burden on those not favored by the government and opposed
this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 20, 2016 by a vote of 32-0.

11.

HB 4013 Voter ID. This bill requires a photo identification in order to vote. A wide
variety of identifications can be used, including concealed carry permits, Medicare
cards, and student IDs. ACU supports measures designed to reduce voter fraud and
supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 11, 2016 by a vote of 20-14.

6. SB 705 Coal Taxes. This bill reduces the severance tax for coal from 5% to 3%
over two years. ACU supports tax relief for an industry under attack by the federal
government and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by
a vote of 19-15.

12.

HB 4314 Powdered Alcohol. This bill bans the sale or possession of powdered
alcohol. ACU opposes bans on products deemed safe by the Food and Drug
Administration, opposes bills that are designed to restrict competition, and opposed
this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 11, 2016 by a vote of 34-0.

7. HB 4145 Concealed Carry. This bill allows the concealed carry of a firearm without
a permit, and lowers the minimum age for a permit from 21 to 18. ACU supports
the founders’ belief in the Second Amendment and supported this bill. The Senate
overrode the Governors’ veto of the bill on March 5, 2016 by a vote of 23-11.
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WEST VIRGINIA SENATE SCORES

WEST VIRGINIA SENATE STATISTICS

an REPUBLICAN AVERAGE
mJ) 81%

OVERALL
AVERAGE

54%

LOWEST REPUBLICANS

ASHLEY, HALL,

WEST VIRGINIA SENATE VOTE DETAIL

MULLINS, TAKUBO 75%

h.m\ DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
23%

™m

HIGHEST DEMOCRAT

PLYMALE 50%

. Votes [PIJCIM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | sp 387 SB1 HB 4005 | HB 4175 | SB 582 SB705 | HB4145 SB 6 SB10 HB 4014 | HB 4013 | HB4314 I ote Cast % % VG

ASHLEY R 3 + + + + - + + + + + 9 12 75% 78% 68%
Beach D 13 + 1 12 8% 42% 28%
BLAIR R 15 + + + + - + + + + + + 10 12 83% 89% 80%
BOLEY R 3 + + + + - + + + + + + 10 12 83% 89% 74%
BOSO R 11 + + + + . + + + + + + 10 12 83% 89% 86%
CARMICHAEL R 4 + + + + - + + + + + + 10 12 83% 89% 80%
CLINE R 9 + + + + - + + + + + + 10 12 83% n/a 83%
COLE R 6 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 94%. 81%
Facemire D 12 X X 0 10 0% 47% 27%
FERNS R 1 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 95% 89%
GAUNCH R 8 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 89% 86%
HALL R 4 + + + + + + + + + 9 12 75% 89% 77%
KARNES R 11 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 95% 89%
Kessler D 2 X X + + 2 10 20% 42% 32%
Kirkendoll D 7 + + + + 4 12 33% 68% 51%
Laird D 10 + 1 12 8% 58% 33%
LEONHARDT R 2 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 95% 89%
MAYNARD R 6 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 89% 86%
Miller D 10 + - - + + 3 12 25% 41% 33%
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WEST VIRGINIA SENATE VOTE DETAIL

016 2015 | LIFETIME
Party District | sg3g7 | sB1 | HB4005 | HB4175 | SB582 | SB705 | HB4145 | SB6 | SB10 | HB4014 | HB4013 | HB4314 [FXWIATAE % % VG

MULLINS R 9 - + + + - + + + + + + 9 12 75% 89% 82%
Palumbo D 17 - - - - - - - + - + + 3 12 25% 50% 31%
Plymale D 5 + i i + : : 4 4 + - + 6 12 50% 72% 57%
Prezioso D 13 - - - + - - + + + 4 12 33% 67% 44%
Romano D 12 0 12 0% 32% 16%
Snyder D 16 0 12 0% 32% 16%
Stollings D 7 - - - + - - + + 3 12 25% 74% 50%
SYPOLT R 14 + + + + - + + + + + + . 10 12 83% 89% 80%
TAKUBO R 17 = + + + ° s A A + + + - 9 12 75% 82% 79%
TRUMP R 15 + + + + . + + + + + + - 10 12 83% 89% 86%
Unger D 16 + - - + - - + + + - - - 5 12 42% 53% 43%
WALTERS R 8 + + + + - + + + + + + - 10 12 83% 89% 69%
Williams D 14 + - - + - - + + + - - - 5 12 42% 74% 55%
Woelfel D 5 + - - + . - - + + + - - 5 12 42% 44% 43%
Yost D 1 - - - - @ + @ s aF - - - 2 12 17% 41% 30%
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WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

1. HB 4175 Homeschool Regulation Reform. This bill eliminates a number of punitive
regulations that harm homeschool students. They include a prohibition on classifying
homeschooled students as “habitually absent” and removing numerous requirements
on a parent’s ability to homeschool their child. It also allows parents to administer
required tests. ACU supports the right of parents to homeschool their children and

supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 2, 2016 by a vote of 80-18.

HB 4314 Powdered Alcohol. This bill bans the sale or possession of powdered
alcohol. ACU opposes bans on products deemed safe by the Food and Drug
Administration, opposes bans that are designed to restrict competition, and opposed
this bill. The House passed the bill on March 1, 2016 by a vote of 88-3.

2. SB 1 Right to Work. This bill ensures that employees will no longer be forced to join
a union or pay union fees in order to work. ACU supports the Right to Work and
supported this bill. The House overrode the Governor’s veto of the bill on February
12, 2016 by a vote of 54-43.

SB 582 Fuel Subsidies. This bill provides for a refundable tax credit on fuel used for
diesel locomotives. ACU opposes these subsidies that favor one industry over another
and place a higher tax burden on those not favored by the government and opposed
this bill. The House passed the bill on March 4, 2016 by a vote of 76-21.

3. HB 4005 Prevailing Wage Repeal. This bill repeals the prevailing wage law. ACU
opposes these artificial wage requirements, which force contractors to pay a wage set
by the government — usually the union rate — and drives up the cost of construction
projects to the taxpayer. ACU supported this bill. The House overrode the Governor’s
veto of the bill on February 12, 2016 by a vote of 54-44.

HB 4145 Concealed Carry. This bill allows the concealed carry of a firearm without
a permit, and lowers the minimum age for a permit from 21 to 18. ACU supports
the founders’ belief in the Second Amendment and supported this bill. The House
overrode the Governor’s veto of the bill on March 4, 2016 by a vote of 64-33.

4. HB 4013 Voter ID. This bill requires a photo identification in order to vote. A wide
variety of identifications can be used, including concealed carry permits, Medicare
cards, and student IDs. ACU supports measures designed to reduce voter fraud and
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 19, 2016 by a vote of 64-
34.

5. SB 387 Raw Milk Regulation. This bill legalizes shared animal ownership agreements
that allow consumers to consume raw milk. The bill requires written documentation
acknowledging the dangers of raw milk and gives immunity to the herd seller for any
harmful effects. ACU believes in regulatory reform that allows consumers to make
their own choices and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 23,
2016 by a vote of 88-11.

10.

SB 6 Drug Testing for Welfare Recipients. This bill creates a three year pilot program
to screen applicants for welfare in West Virginia if there is a reasonable suspicion

they are using illegal drugs. Applicants who fail a drug test twice will lose their
welfare benefits for 12 months and have to participate in a drug treatment program.
A third failed test will result in losing benefits for life. Research based on the ACU
Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that illicit drug use imposes a significant
economic burden on families and society, in terms of lost productivity, increased
costs, and impaired family structure. ACU supports reasonable restrictions on welfare
benefits and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on March 9, 2016 by a
vote of 91-8.

6. HB 4014 Common Core. This bill prevents the State Board of Education from
implementing Common Core standards. ACU supports local control of education
and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 26, 2016 by a vote of
73-20.

11.

SB 10 Dismemberment Abortion Ban. This bill outlaws a form of abortion that uses
sharp-edged metal clamps and tools that result in the dismemberment of the fetus.
ACU Foundation’s Center for Human Dignity engages heavily on these issues and
believes abortion is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on the practice and ACU
supported this bill. The House overrode the Governor’s veto of the bill on March 10,
2016 by a vote of 85-15.
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WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE SCORES

WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE STATISTICS

REPUBLICAN AVERAGE hm DEMOCRAT AVERAGE

[ v x
W) 78% ™My 37%

OVERALL
AVERAGE

63%

LOWEST REPUBLICAN HIGHEST DEMOCRAT

HAMILTON 50% SHAFFER 73%

WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

. A Votes [PIJCIN 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | HB4175 SB1 HB 4005 | HB4013 | SB 387 HB 4014 | HB4314 | SBS582 | HB4145 SB6 SB10 ote Cast % % AVG

AMBLER R 42 + + + + + + + 8 1 73% 78% 67%
ANDERSON R 8 + + + + + + 7 " 64% 83% 66%
ARMSTEAD R 40 + + + + + + + + + 9 " 82% 89% 80%
ARVON R 31 + + + + + + + + 8 " 73% 88% 74%
ATKINSON R 11 + + + + + + + + 8 1 73% nfa 73%
AZINGER R 10 + X + + + + + + + 8 10 80% 94% 75%
Bates D 30 + + + + + + 6 1 55% 44% 49%
Blackwell D 25 - X X + + + + 4 9 44% n/a 44%
BLAIR R 59 + + + + + + + + + 9 " 82% 94% 88%
Boggs D 34 X + + + + + 5 10 50% 24% 35%
BORDER-SHEPPARD R 9 + + + + + 8 1 73% 83% 72%
BUTLER R 14 + + + + + + 9 1 82% 94% 79%
Byrd D 35 + + + X + + 5 10 50% 39% 44%
CADLE R 13 + + + + + + + + + + 10 " 91% 83% 81%
Campbell D 43 + + + + + 5 " 45% 44% 43%
CANTERBURY R 42 + + + + + + + 7 " 64% 67% 63%
Caputo D 50 - - - - - - - X X 0 9 0% 28% 16%
COOPER R 28 + + + + + + + + 8 " 73% 78% 67%
COWLES R 58 + + + X + + - - - + 7 10 70% 83% 84%
DEEM R 10 + + + + + + - - + + 9 " 82% 80% 81%
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WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

- ! Votes NPIOCIM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | HB4175 SB1 HB 4005 | HB4013 | SB387 HB 4014 | HB4314 | SB582 | HB4145 SB 6 SB10 ote Cast % % AVG

DUKE R 61 + + + + + + + + + + 10 1" 91% 83% 87%
Eldridge D 22 + X + + + 4 10 40% 39% 36%
ELLINGTON R 27 + + + X + X + + + 7 9 78% 80% 76%
ESPINQSA R 66 + + + + + + + + + 9 Il 82% 89% 84%
EVANS, A. R 54 + + + X + + + 6 10 60% 89% 66%
EVANS, D. R 4 + + + + + + + + + 9 11 82% 78% 73%
FAIRCLOTH R 60 + + + + + + + + 10 1" 91% 89% 90%
FAST R 32 i + + + + + + 9 1 82% 83% 83%
Ferro D 4 X + + 2 10 20% 39% 33%
FLANIGAN R 51 + X X + + + + 6 9 67% n/a 67%
Fleischauer D 51 1 " 9% 17% 15%
Fluharty D 3 + 3 X X + + 4 9 44% 44% 44%
FOLK R 63 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 89% 84%
FOSTER R 15 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 89% 85%
FRICH R 51 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 83% 75%
GEARHEART R 27 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 89% 90%
Guthrie D 36 + X X 1 9 11% 17% 14%
HAMILTON R 45 i + + X + + 5 10 50% 56% 52%
HAMRICK R 48 + + + + + + + 9 1 82% 89% 77%
HANSHAW R 33 + + + + + + 7 1 64% 71% 68%
Hartman D 43 + + X + + + 5 10 50% 61% 50%
Hicks D 19 + + + X + + + 6 10 60% 47% 54%
HILL R 41 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 94% 88%
Hornbuckle D 16| + + 2 1 18% 19% 18%
HOUSEHOLDER R 64 + + + + + + + + + 9 I 82% 94% 89%
HOWELL R 56 + + + + + + + + 9 " 82% 94% 89%
IHLE R 13 + + + + + + + + + + 10 1" 91% 94% 93%
IRELAND R 7 + + + + + + + + 8 " 73% 83% 74%
KELLY R 10 + + + + + + + + 8 1" 73% 82% 78%
KESSINGER R 32 + + + + + + + + + 9 " 82% 89% 85%
KURCABA R 51 + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 94% 88%
LANE R 38 + + + + + + + + 9 " 82% 83% 83%
Longstreth D 50 + + 2 " 18% 28% 24%
Lynch D 44 + + + + 4 1 36% 39% 35%
Manchin D 50 + + 2 " 18% 33% 27%
Marcum D 20 + + + + + + 6 1 55% 35% 43%
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WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

- ! Votes NPIOCIM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | HB4175 SB1 HB 4005 | HB4013 | SB387 HB 4014 | HB4314 | SB582 | HB4145 SB 6 SB10 ote Cast % % AVG

McCUSKEY R 35 + + + + + + + + 8 1" 73% 82% 72%
McGEEHAN R 1 + - + + + + + - + + + 9 1" 82% 94% 88%
Miley D 48 + + + + 4 " 36% 22% 30%
MILLER R 16 i + + + + 9 1 82% 88% 73%
MOFFATT R 22 + + + + + 9 1 82% 81% 82%
Moore D 260 X X + 1 9 1% 20% 17%
Morgan D 16| + X + 2 10 20% 24% 25%
Moye D 29| + + + + + 5 1 45% 50% 42%
NELSON, E. R 35 + + + + + + + + 8 1" 73% 83% 79%
NELSON, J. R 23 + + + + + + + + 9 " 82% 78% 80%
O'NEAL R 28 + + + + + + + + 9 1 82% 89% 7%
OVERINGTON R 62 + + + + + + X X + + 8 9 89% 89% 93%
Perdue D 19 0 " 0% 22% 14%
Perry D 32 i + + + + 5 1 45% 39% 41%
Pethtel D 5 - - - - - . - - - + 1 1 9% 28% 22%
Phillips D 24| + + + + + + + 7 1 64% 67% 60%
Pushkin D 37 + + + 3 1 27% 17% 22%
Reynolds D 17 + + + X + + 5 10 50% 40% 41%
Rodighiero D 24 + + + + + + 6 " 55% 44% 49%
ROHRBACH R 17 + + + + + + + 7 M 64% 82% 73%
ROMINE R 6 + + + + + + + 7 1 64% 89% 68%
ROWAN R 57 + + + + + + + + + 9 M 82% 89% 74%
Rowe D 36 + + + 3 1 27% 33% 30%
Shaffer D 52 + + + + + + + + 8 1" 73% n/a 73%
SHOTT R 27 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 83% 72%
Skinner D 67 + X + + 3 10 30% 6% 12%
Smith, P. D 46 + + + + + + + 7 " 64% 44% 54%
SMITH, R. R 53 + + + + + 9 1 82% 89% 80%
SOBONYA R 18 + + + + + + + 9 1 82% 89% 74%
Sponaugle D 55 + X + + + + 5 10 50% 44% 41%
STANSBURY R 35 + + + + + + + 9 1 82% 83% 83%
STATLER R 51 + + + + X + + + 9 10 90% 78% 84%
STORCH R 3 + + + + + + + 7 1" 64% 72% 69%
SUMMERS R 49 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 94% 88%
Trecost D 48 + + X + + 4 10 40% 33% 37%
UPSON R 65 + + + + + + + + + 9 " 82% 78% 80%
WAGNER R 47 + + + + + + + 7 1 64% 88% 76%
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WEST VIRGINIA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

A 016 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District | HB4175 SB1 HB 4005 | HB4013 | SB387 HB 4014 | HB4314 | SB582 | HB4145 SB 6 SB10 ote % % AVG

WALTERS R 39 + + + + + + X + + 8 10 80% 88% 82%
WAXMAN R 48 + + + + + + + + + 9 1" 82% 89% 85%
WELD R 2 + + + + + + + + + 9 1 82% 94% 88%
WESTFALL R 12 + + + + + + + 7 1" 64% 78% 67%
WHITE, B. R 36 + + + + + + + 9 11 82% 88% 85%
White, P D 21 + + + + 6 11 55% 44% 46%
ZATEZALO R 1 + + + + + + + + 9 1 82% 88% 85%
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