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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Fellow Conservatives,

We are pleased to present the American Conservative Union Foundation’s ratings for the 2016 meeting of the Wyoming Legislature. Like our Congressional
Ratings, our State Ratings reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual's life. The Wyoming legislators with the highest scores voted
most consistently with the ideals articulated in the U.S. Constitution: limited and transparent government, individual rights, personal responsibility, and lasting
cultural values.

In 2015, ACU Foundation was proud to make history by being the first organization to rate every single state legislature across the full spectrum of issues,
helping each voter understand how his or her state ranks among the rest.

Ultimately, we are trying to help people understand what conservatism is and how it improves the lives of everyday Americans. Conservatism is the political
philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person. We think that understanding this idea is essential if Americans are to successfully govern themselves again.

Working with our policy centers and fellows, the ACU Foundation engages in deep policy analysis to help create our annual state scorecards. We have
enhanced the vote descriptions this year to show this effort more clearly.

By examining all 50 of our State Ratings, we can see which states have most effectively promoted conservative solutions and which have struggled. Our
ratings also help identify legislators who have courageously fought against liberal majorities. We hope that this guide helps you learn how well, or poorly, your
legislators work to preserve the values we share.

Ma

tt Schlapp
Chairman
American Conservative Union
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the
Wyoming Legislature that determine a member’s adherence to
conservative principles. We selected bills that focus on Ronald
Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, spending, healthcare, and
property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life,
welfare, and education; and 3) government integrity: voting,
individual liberty, privacy, and transparency. This wide range
of issues are designed to give citizens an accurate assessment
that conveys which of Wyoming’s elected leaders best defend
the principles of a free society: Life, Liberty and Property.
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2016 WINNERS & LOSERS
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WYOMING SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

SF 84 Government Health Mandates. This bill adds “long-acting reversible 7. SF 46 Civil Asset Forfeiture. This bill adds requirements that law enforcement

contraception” and a number of other contraception devices to a list of contraception agencies must follow before assets can be seized. The government must show “clear and

services the Wyoming Department of Family Services must provide. ACU opposes convincing evidence” of a crime and law enforcement officers must get an opinion from

taxpayer funding of these programs and opposed this bill. The Senate defeated the bill the Attorney General before proceeding with a seizure. ACU Foundation’s Center for

on February 12, 2016 by a vote of 12-18. 21st Century Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and believes more property
rights protections are needed. ACU supported this bill as a step in the right direction.

SF 98 Food Freedom. This bill further strengthens the Wyoming Food Freedom Act The Senate passed the bill on February 16, 2016 by a vote of 30-0.

passed last session by now permitting the sale of homemade foods at a ranch, farm,

or home where it is produced. ACU supports common sense regulatory reform and 8. SF 81 Charter Schools. This bill allows charter schools to get direct approval from the

supported this bill. The bill ultimately died after the Senate voted to refer the bill to the state to lease property on which to operate. This is permitted if the local school district

agricultural committee on February 12, 2016 by a vote of 26-3. is not cooperating with the charter schools seeking to acquire property. The cost must
be comparable to a K-12 public school. ACU supports school choice and opposes the

SF 1 Amd. 3046 Obamacare Implementation. Amendment number 3046 to the practice of local school districts discriminating against charter schools and supported

General Appropriations bill provides for the expansion of Medicaid under Obamacare. this bill. The Senate passed the bill on February 17, 2016 by a vote of 18-12.

Research based on the ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that

expanding Medicaid harms families and the economy. ACU opposes the expansion of a 9. HB 88 Zero-Based Budgeting. This bill eliminates the zero-based budgeting

program rife with waste and fraud and opposed this amendment. The Senate defeated requirements for the Department of Enterprise Technology Services. ACU supports

the amendment on February 12, 2016 by a vote of 9-21. zero-based budgeting — a budgeting process that requires agencies to justify their budget
from the ground-up each year — and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on

SF 1 Amd. 2006 Government Information Service. Amendment number 2006 to February 26, 2016 by a vote of 20-10.

the General Appropriations bill provides for a $200,000 earmark for a government

information service, called the “2-1-1” program. The program provides information in 10. HB 17 Property Rights. This bill makes it a misdemeanor to enter private property in

150 languages on where to find services from food banks to where to send your child order to collect shed antlers, horns, or traps without the permission of the owner or the

to summer camp. ACU opposes wasting the taxpayers money on a service that is easily person in charge of the property. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st Century Property

available through private enterprise and opposed this amendment. The Senate defeated Rights engages heavily on this issue and believes more property rights are needed. ACU

the amendment on February 12, 2016 by a vote of 10-20. supports strengthening private property rights and supported this bill. The bill failed in
the Senate Committee of the Whole on February 29, 2016 by a vote of 9-20.

SF 1 Amd. 2013.1 Expanding the Bureaucracy. Amendment number 2013.1 to the

General Appropriations bill provides for $135,925 to fund a new coordinator position 11. HB 57 Medicaid Reimbursement Scheme. This bill forces private hospitals (but not

for the State Board of Education. The amendment authorizes the position for only one government hospitals) to pay a fee so that the state can then obtain a matching grant

year, when a report is to be issued on whether the position is needed. ACU believes the from the federal Medicaid fund. These funds will then be used to increase Medicaid

decision on whether a new government position is needed should be made before, not reimbursements to hospitals. ACU opposes this manipulation of the wasteful and

after, it’s created and opposed this amendment. The Senate passed the amendment on dysfunctional Medicaid system and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on

February 12, 2016 by a vote of 18-12. March 1, 2016 by a vote of 29-1

SF 1 Amd. 2028 Tourism Board. Amendment number 2028 to the General 12. SF 73 Welfare Fraud. This bill requires an enhanced identity and eligibility verification

Appropriations bill increases funding for the Wyoming Tourism Board by $1.6 million.
ACU opposes taxpayers money being used for advertising that can be handled by
private enterprise and opposed this amendment. The Senate defeated the amendment
on February 12, 2016 by a vote of 6-23.

process prior to awarding welfare benefits. Research based on the ACU Foundation’s
Family Prosperity Index shows that an overreliance on welfare diminishes recipients’
employment prospects, keeping families out of the workforce and unable to prosper.
ACU opposes providing ways for welfare recipients to cheat the system and supports
reasonable requirements for welfare recipients and supported this bill. The Senate passed
the bill on March 3, 2016 by a vote of 29-1.
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WYOMING SENATE SCORES

WYOMING SENATE STATISTICS

£ REPUBLICAN AVERAGE hm DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
My 65% my 38%

OVERALL

AVERAGE

61%

o LOWEST REPUBLICANS HIGHEST DEMOCRATS
BARNARD, . CRAFT,
PAPPAS 42% HASTERT 42%
WYOMING SENATE VOTE DETAIL
o SF 1 Amd. | SF1Amd. | SF 1Amd. | SF 1 Amd. Votes WRPICEM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party District | sFgs | sFog | 3046 2006 2013 2028 SF46 | SF81 | HB8S | HB17 | HB57 | SF73 Cast % % AvG

ANDERSON R 28 + + + + + + + + 8 12 67% 60% 63%
BARNARD R 15 + + + + + 5 12 42% 70% 56%
BEBOUT R 26 + + + + + + + 12 58% 50% 54%
BONER R 2 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% n/a 83%
BURNS R 21 + + + + + + + 7 12 58% 80% 69%
CASE R 25 + + + + + + 6 12 50%. 60% 55%
CHRISTENSEN R 17 + + + + + + + + 8 12 67% 70% 68%
COE R 18 + + + + + + + aF 8 12 67% 40% 53%
COOPER R 14 + + + + + + + + 8 12 67% 50% 58%
Craft D 12 + + + + + 5 12 42% 60% 51%
DOCKSTADER R 16 + + + + + + + + + 9 12 75% 50% 63%
DRISKILL R 1 + + + + X + + + 7 12 58% 78% 68%
EMERICH R 5 + + + + + + 6 12 50% 60% 55%
Esquibel D 8 + + + + 4 12 33% 50% 42%
GEIS R 20 + + + + + + + + 8 12 67% 40% 53%
Hastert D 13 + + + + + 5 12 42% 60% 51%
HICKS R 11 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 80% 82%
JOHNSON R 6 + + + + + + + 7 12 58% 67% 63%
KINSKEY R 22 + + + + + + + + + + 10 12 83% 70% 77%
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WYOMING SENATE VOTE DETAIL

L SF1Amd. | SF1Amd. | SF1Amd. | SF1Amd. 016 2015 | LIFETIME
Party District | sFgs | SF9s | 3046 | 2006 | 2013 | 2028 | SF46 | SF8L | HB88 | HB17 | HB57 | SF73  [LIAINNE % % NG

LANDEN R 27 + + + + - + + + + - - + 9 12 75% 50% 63%
MEIER R 3 + + + + + + + + + - - + 10 12 83% 100% 92%
NICHOLAS R 10 - + + + - + + - - - - + 6 12 50%. 78% 64%
PAPPAS R 7 + + + + + 5 12 42% 70% 56%
PERKINS R 29 + + + + + + + - - - - + 8 12 67% 40% 53%
PETERSON R 19 + + + + + + + + + + + i 12 92% 60% 76%
ROSS R 4 + E + + + + E + 6 10 60%. 67% 64%
Rothfuss D 9 + + + + 4 12 33% 40% 37%
SCOTT R 30 - + + + + + A + = - - + 8 12 67% 67% 67%
VON FLATERN R 24 + + + + + + 6 12 50% 70% 60%
WASSERBURGER R 23 + + + + + + 6 12 50% 30% 40%
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WYOMING HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

1. HB 65 Government Transparency. This bill requires the Legislative Service Office 7. HB 135 Welfare for lllegal Immigrants. This bill requires that all those aged 14 or
to provide fiscal notes for legislation that has a fiscal impact on counties and cities. older must be lawfully present in the United States in order to receive any state or
ACU supports government transparency and supported this bill. The House rejected federal welfare benefits. ACU opposes special benefits for illegal immigrants and
consideration of the bill on a procedural motion on February 9, 2016 by a vote of 37- supported this bill. The House defeated the bill on February 12, 2016 by a vote of
21 (a two-thirds vote is required when the bill is first introduced). 26-33.

2. HB 4 Minimum Wage. This bill raises the minimum wage to $9.50 per hour as 8. HB 17 Property Rights. This bill makes it a misdemeanor to enter private property
of July 1, 2016. The bill also raises the minimum wage for tipped employees and in order to collect shed antlers, horns, or traps without the permission of the owner
trainees. ACU opposes these artificial wages that hurt those who need help the or the person in charge of the property. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st Century
most, such as students and inexperienced workers, and opposed this bill. The House Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and believes more property rights are
defeated the bill on February 9, 2016 by a vote of 9-49. needed. ACU supports strengthening private property rights and supported this bill.

‘The House passed the bill on February 23, 2016 by a vote of 41-19.

3. HB 61 Corporate Subsidies. This bill creates a new program, the Wyoming Small
Business Innovation Research Fund, that provides up to $500,000 a year in matching 9. HB 47 Refugee Resettlement. This bill requires a public hearing and a majority
cash grants to Wyoming technology based companies that have received federal vote in the legislature before the state can set up a refugee resettlement plan. ACU
subsidies. ACU opposes these programs that favor one business over another and supports taxpayer accountability for the expenditure of public funds and supported
interfere in the free market and opposed this bill. The House defeated the bill on this bill. The House passed the bill on February 23, 2016 by a vote of 51-9.
February 9, 2016 by a vote of 24-35.

10. HB 57 Medicaid Reimbursement Scheme. This bill forces private hospitals (but

4. HB 25 Feeding of Wildlife. This bill gives counties the authority to ban individuals not government hospitals) to pay a fee so that the state can then obtain a matching
from feeding wildlife on their own property. ACU Foundation’s Center for 21st grant from the federal Medicaid fund. These funds are then used to increase Medicaid
Century Property Rights engages heavily on this issue and believes in strengthening reimbursements to hospitals. ACU opposes this manipulation of the wasteful and
private property rights and ACU opposed this bill. The House defeated the bill on dysfunctional Medicaid system and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on
February 9, 2016 by a vote of 26-33. February 23, 2016 by a vote of 48-12.

5. HB 83 Property Tax Reassessments. This bill allows a property owner to obtain a 11. HB 86 Gun Free Zones. This bill repeals gun-free zone policies in public meetings.
reassessment after a natural disaster. ACU supports taxpayer rights and supported ACU supports the founders’ belief in the Second Amendment and supported this bill.
this bill. The House rejected consideration of the bill on a procedural motion on The House passed the bill on February 23, 2016 by a vote of 50-10.

February 11, 2016 by a vote of 33-26 (a two-thirds vote is required when the bill is
first introduced). 12. HB 88 Zero-Based Budgeting. This bill eliminates the zero-based budgeting

6. HB 98 Religious Freedom. This bill prevents the state government from
discriminating against those who believe marriage should be between one man and
one woman when it is granting contracts. It also protects access to government
facilities and other government activities for these groups. ACU Foundation’s Center
for Human Dignity engages heavily on these issues and believes in the constitutional
right to express ones religious beliefs and ACU supported this bill. The House
rejected the bill on a procedural motion on February 11, 2016 by a vote of 39-20 (a
two-thirds vote was required).

requirements for the Department of Enterprise Technology Services. ACU supports
zero-based budgeting — a budgeting process that requires agencies to justify their
budget from the ground-up each year — and opposed this bill. The House passed the
bill on February 23, 2016 by a vote of 39-21.
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13.

SF 46 Civil Asset Forfeiture. This bill adds requirements that law enforcement 15.

agencies must follow before assets can be seized. The government must show
“clear and convincing evidence” of a crime and law enforcement officers must get
an opinion from the Attorney General before proceeding with a seizure. ACU
Foundation’s Center for 21st Century Property Rights engages heavily on this issue
and believes more property rights protections are needed. ACU supported this bill

SF 81 Charter Schools. This bill allows charter schools to get direct approval from
the state to lease property on which to operate. This is permitted if the local school
district is not cooperating with the charter schools seeking to acquire property. The
cost must be comparable to a K-12 public school. ACU supports school choice and
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of 49-10.

as a step in the right direction. The House passed the bill on February 24, 2016 by a
vote of 60-0.

14.

SF 73 Welfare Fraud. This bill requires an enhanced identity and eligibility
verification process prior to awarding welfare benefits. Research based on the

ACU Foundation’s Family Prosperity Index shows that an overreliance on welfare
diminishes recipients’ employment prospects, keeping families out of the workforce
and unable to prosper. ACU supports reasonable requirements for welfare recipients
and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on March 2, 2016 by a vote of
33-25.
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WYOMING HOUSE SCORES

WYOMING HOUSE STATISTICS

an REPUBLICAN AVERAGE M DEMOCRAT AVERAGE
my 70% mY 31%
OVERALL
AVERAGE
64% LOWEST REPUBLICANS
MADDEN, HIGHEST DEMOCRAT
NICHOLAS, ESQUIBEL 47%
ZWONITZER 40%
WYOMING HOUSE VOTE DETAIL
o A Votes [PIICIM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District HB 65 HB 4 HB 61 HB 25 HB 83 HB98 | HB135 | HB17 HB 47 HB 57 HB 86 HB 88 SF 46 SF13 SF 81 ote Cast % % AVG
ALLEN R 33 + + + + + + + + + + i 15 73% 60% 67%
BAKER R 48| + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 50% 65%
BALDWIN R 18] + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 80% 73%
BARLOW R 3 + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 70% 75%
BERGER R 51 + + + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 60% 60%
BLACKBURN R 42 + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 80% 80%
Blake D 39 + + + + + 5 15 33% 60% 47%
BROWN R 14 B E + + + + + + 7 13 54% 70% 62%
BURKHART R 15 + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 60% 70%
Byrd D 44 + + + + + 5 15 33% 50% 42%
CAMPBELL R 34 + + + + + + + 8 15 53% 60% 57%
CANNADY R 6| + + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 60% 63%
CLEM R 31 + + + + + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 70% 78%
Connolly D 13 + + + + + 5 15 33% 50% 42%
Dayton D 17 + + + 4 15 27% 40% 33%
EDMONDS R 12 + + + + + + + + + W + + W 13 15 87% 80% 83%
EDWARDS R 53 + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 90% 88%
EKLUND R 10 + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 60% 70%
Esquibel D 41 + + + + + + 7 15 47% 60% 53%
Freeman D 60 + + + + 4 15 27% 70% 48%

10
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WYOMING HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

" ! Votes WNPIOCIM 2015 | LIFETIME
Party  District HB 65 HB 4 HB 61 HB 25 HB 83 HB98 | HB135 | HB17 HB 47 HB 57 HB 86 HB 88 SF 46 SF73 SF81 ote Cast % % AVG

GAYt R 36 E E E 3 + + 3 + + + + E 6 9 n/a 40% 40%
GREEAR R 27 + + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 40% 53%
HALVERSON R 22 + + + + + + + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 80% 83%
HARSHMAN R 37 + + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 60% 60%
HARVEY R 26 + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 70% 65%
HUNT R 2 + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 70% 75%
JAGGI R 191 + + + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 90% 88%
JENNINGS R 30 + + + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 78% 82%
KASPERIK R 32 + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 44% 62%
KINNER R 29 + + + + + + 7 15 47% n/a 47%
KIRKBRIDE R 4| + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 50% 58%
KROEKER R 35 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 14 15 93% 70% 82%
KRONE R 24|+ + + + + + + + + i 15 73% 60% 67%
LARSEN R 54 + + + + + + + + + 9 15 60% 60% 60%
LAURSEN R 25 + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 50% 65%
LINDHOLM R 1 + + + + + + + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 70% 78%
LOCKHART R 57 + + + + + + + + 8 15 53% 60% 57%
LOUCKS R 591 + + + + + + + + + + + + 12 15 80% 80% 80%
MADDEN R 40 + + + + + + 6 15 40% 50% 45%
McKIM R 21 + + + + + + + + + + + + - 12 15 80%. 60% 70%
MILLER R 55 + + + + + + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 50% 68%
MONIZ R 46 + + + + + + + + 8 15 53% 50% 52%
NICHOLAS R 8 + + + + + + 6 15 40% 50% 45%
NORTHRUP R 50 + + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 70% 68%
PAXTON R 47 + + - + + + - + + + 9 15 60% 60% 60%
Pelkey D 45| + - - - - - - - - - - + + + 4 15 27% 50% 38%
PETROFF R 16| + + + + + + + 7 15 47% 60% 53%
PIIPARINEN R 49 + + + + + + i 15 73% 90% 82%
POWNALL R 52| + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 60% 73%
REEDER R 58| + + + + + E + + + + + + + + 13 14 93% 70% 81%
Schwartz D 23 + + 3 15 20% 50% 35%
SOMMERS R 200 + + + + + + + 8 15 53% 60% 57%
STEINMETZ R 5 + + + + - + + - + - + + + + - i 15 73% 80% 7%
STUBSON R 56| - + + - + + + + + - + + + 10 15 67% 70% 68%
Throne D 1]+ + 5 15 33% 70% 52%
WALTERS R 38 - + - + E - - + + - + + + + 8 14 57% 30% 44%
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WYOMING HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

A 016 2015 | LIFETIME

Party  District HB 65 HB 4 HB 61 HB 25 HB 83 HB98 | HB135 | HB17 HB 47 HB 57 HB 86 HB 88 SF 46 SF13 SF81 ote % % AVG
WILSON R 7 + + + + + + + + + + 10 15 67% 78% 72%
WINTERS R 28| + + + + + + + + + + + + + 13 15 87% 57% 72%
ZWONITZER, DAN R 43 + + + + + 6 15 40% 70% 55%
ZWONITZER, DAVID R 9 + + + + 4 + E E 6 13 46% 50% 48%

T Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2016 percentage was not rated.

12






