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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2017 Ratings of Oregon

Dear Fellow Conservative,

The American Conservative Union Foundation is proud to present our ratings of the 2017 meeting of the Oregon Legislative Assembly. Like our Congressional 
Ratings, which date back 46 years, these ratings are meant to reflect how elected officials view the role of government in an individual’s life. We begin with our 
philosophy (conservatism is the political philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person) and then apply our understanding of government (its essential role is 
to defend life, liberty and property).

Because our ratings are designed to educate the public about how consistently their elected officials adhere to conservatism, we carefully examine the entire 
docket of legislation introduced in each state every year. We select the most meaningful bills and publish the results after the dust has settled. The ACU 
Foundation is the only organization to score over 8,000 elected officials each year, including lawmakers from all 50 states and Congress.

The 2016 election dramatically impacted the political landscape of not only Washington but state legislative chambers all across the country. Republicans 
now have control of both legislative chambers in 32 states, more than double the number they controlled in 2010. With these victories comes an ability to 
implement policies that restore individual liberty and return us to a limited form of government run by and for “We the People.”

It is our hope that these ratings will serve as a guide showing who can be relied on to fight for conservative principles and restore the role of government to what 
our nation’s founding fathers envisioned.

 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt Schlapp
Chairman
American Conservative Union

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of bills before the Oregon 
Legislative Assembly that determine a member’s adherence to 
conservative principles. We selected bills that focus on Ronald 
Reagan’s philosophy of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and 
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, spending, healthcare, and 
property; 2) social and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life, 
welfare, and education; and 3) government integrity: voting, 
individual liberty, privacy, and transparency. This wide range 
of issues are designed to give citizens an accurate assessment 
that conveys which of Oregon’s elected leaders best defend the 
principles of a free society: Life, Liberty and Property.
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2017 WINNERS & LOSERS
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OREGON SENATE STATISTICS
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1. SB 416 Enforcing Price Controls on Wages. This bill prohibits contractors from 
dividing projects into segments in order to be exempt from prevailing wage laws. 
ACU opposes prevailing wage laws, based on the federal Davis-Bacon Act, which 
requires contractors to pay wages above the market price, driving up the cost of 
projects to taxpayers and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on April 12, 
2017 by a vote of 18-10.

2. HB 2409 Expanding the Use of Traffic Cameras. This bill allows the use of red light 
cameras to issue tickets for speeding and traffic violations. ACU opposes the use of 
automated cameras for issuing tickets that are primarily designed to increase revenue 
rather than improve traffic safety and can be used to trace people’s movements and 
opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on May 31, 2017 by a vote of 18-10.

3. SB 423 Expanding Authority for Physicians’ Assistants. This bill allows physicians’ 
assistants to prescribe drugs classified as Schedule III and IV medications. ACU 
supports commonsense regulatory reform that keeps health care costs down and 
supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on June 7, 2017 by a vote of 26-3.

4. HB 2503 Licensing for “Lactation Consultants.” This bill creates a new occupational 
license for “lactation consultants” who must be certified by the “International Board 
of Lactation Consultant Examiners,” pay a fee, and complete “cultural competency” 
training. Under the bill, it is illegal for those not certified by the government to call 
themselves “lactation consultants.” ACU opposes the proliferation of occupational 
license requirements that are primarily designed to reduce competition and opposed 
this bill. The Senate passed the bill on June 15, 2017 by a vote of 29-0.

5. HB 2391 Taxing Health Insurance Plans. This bill imposes multiple taxes on health 
insurance plans to pay for the expansion of Medicaid to able-bodied, childless adults. 
It includes two taxes on premiums and a hospital tax on net patient revenue. Higher 
tax burdens suppress economic growth, which reduces family prosperity, as illustrated 
by the ACU Foundation's Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes the expansion of a 
program rife with waste and abuse with no reforms and opposed this bill. The Senate 
passed the bill on June 21, 2017 by a vote of 20-10.

6. SB 828 Micromanaging Employees’ Work Schedules. This bill requires employers 
to provide worker schedules one week in advance, effective immediately, and two 
weeks in advance by 2020. The bill applies to retail, food service and hospitality 
businesses with over 500 workers worldwide. ACU opposes government mandates 
that drive up the cost of business and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on 
June 22, 2017 by a vote of 23-6.

7. SB 208 Allowing Charter School Students to Participate in Interscholastic 
Activities. This bill requires local school districts to allow charter school students to 
participate in traditional public school after-school activities. ACU supports expanded 
opportunities for charter school students and supported this bill. The Senate passed 
the bill on June 26, 2017 by a vote of 28-2.

8. HB 3170 Allowing Unions for Public University Faculty. This bill allows additional 
faculty members at state public universities to form a union. ACU opposes the 
expansion of collective-bargaining in the public sector and the resulting burden 
placed on taxpayers and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on June 26, 
2017 by a vote of 17-13.

9. HB 3461 Banning Tobacco Sales. This bill bans the sale of tobacco products by 
mail, telephone or the internet. ACU believes that both tobacco and e-cigarettes are a 
personal liberty issue, that government regulations on products are only appropriate 
when their use substantially impacts others and opposed this bill. The Senate passed 
the bill on July 1, 2017 by a vote of 26-4.

10. SB 558 Giving Government Benefits to Illegal Immigrants. This bill gives 
government health care benefits to anyone under the age of 19 who qualifies 
financially, including those in the country illegally. ACU opposes giving special 
benefits to illegal immigrants and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on July 
3, 2017 by a vote of 21-8.

11. HB 3279 Requiring Government Approval for Janitors. This bill makes it illegal 
to hire a janitorial service unless they are licensed by the government. ACU opposes 
these government mandates that drive up the cost of business and interfere with 
the right to hire whomever you want to clean your office and opposed this bill. The 
Senate passed the bill on July 5, 2017 by a vote of 16-14.

OREGON SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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12. HB 3391 Requiring Insurance Coverage of Abortions. This bill requires insurance 
companies to offer abortion services at no cost to customers and gives Planned 
Parenthood $10 million to cover the cost of abortions and other “reproductive 
services.” ACU believes abortion is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on the 
practice and education of patients and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on 
July 5, 2017 by a vote of 17-13.

13. SB 754 Raising the Age to Buy Tobacco and Vaping Products. This bill raises the 
age to buy tobacco and vaping products, such as e-cigarettes, that do not use tobacco 
to 21. ACU believes that those old enough to fight for our country in the armed 
forces are old enough to buy tobacco and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill 
on July 6, 2017 by a vote of 19-11.

14. HB 3464 Opposing Enforcement of Immigration Laws. This bill prohibits state and 
local officials from asking about a person’s immigration status and prohibits disclosing 
information about illegal immigrants to federal officials for the purpose of enforcing 
the nation’s immigration laws. ACU supports enforcement of federal immigration 
laws and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on July 6, 2017 by a vote of 
16-13.
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OREGON SENATE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District SB 416 HB 2409 SB 423 HB 2503 HB 2391 SB 828 SB 208 HB 3170 HB 3461 SB 558 HB 3279 HB 3391 SB 754 HB 3464
ACU 

Votes
Votes 
Cast

2017  
%

2016 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

BAERTSCHIGER R 2 + + + - + E + + + E + + + + 11 12 92% 90% 90%

Beyer D 6 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 10% 10%

BOQUIST R 12 E + + - + - + + - - + + + + 9 13 69% 43% 59%

Burdick D 18 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

Courtney D 11 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

DEBOER R 3 + + + - + + + + - + + + + + 12 14 86% n/a 86%

Dembrow D 23 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

Devlin D 19 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

FERRIOLI R 30 + X + - - - + + - - + + + + 8 13 62% 78% 65%

Frederick D 22 E - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 13 15% 0% 7%

Gelser D 8 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 5%

GIROD R 9 + + - - - + + + + + + + + + 11 14 79% 89% 79%

HANSELL R 29 - + + - + - + + - + + + - + 9 14 64% 50% 57%

Hass D 14 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

Johnson D 16 + + + - - - + - - - + - - E 5 13 38% 40% 43%

KNOPP R 27 - + + - + - + + - + + + + + 10 14 71% 50% 59%

KRUSE R 1 + - + - + + + + - - + + + + 10 14 71% 80% 75%

LINTHICUM R 28 + + + - + + + + + + + + + + 13 14 93% n/a 93%

Manning D 7 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% n/a 14%

Monnes Anderson D 25 - - E - - - + - - - - - - - 1 13 8% 0% 5%

Monroe D 24 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

OLSEN R 20 + X - - + + - + - + + + + + 9 13 69% 90% 80%

Prozanski D 4 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

Riley D 15 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

Roblan D 5 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

Steiner Hayward D 17 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 7%

Taylor D 21 - - + - - - + - - - - - - - 2 14 14% 0% 5%

THATCHER R 13 + + + - + - - + - + + + + + 10 14 71% 90% 79%

THOMSEN R 26 + - - - + + + + + + + + + + 11 14 79% 70% 79%

WINTERS R 10 - + + X - - + + - - + + - + 7 13 54% n/a 47%

“+” Member voted with ACU’s position
“-” Member voted against ACU’s position

“X” Member was absent for vote
“E” Member was excused for vote

† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2017 percentage was not rated. 2/3rds of the selected bills must be voted on to receive a score.

OREGON SENATE SCORES
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OREGON HOUSE STATISTICS
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1. HB 2004 Increasing Mandates on Landlords. This bill bans landlords from issuing 
a no-cause eviction order for month-to-month tenants after six months without 
giving 90 days’ notice and one month’s rent. ACU opposes having the government 
micromanage rental agreements which drive up the cost of business and opposed this 
bill. The House passed the bill on April 4, 2017 by a vote of 31-27.

2. HB 2409 Expanding the Use of Traffic Cameras. This bill allows the use of red light 
cameras to issue tickets for speeding and traffic violations. ACU opposes the use of 
automated cameras for issuing tickets that are primarily designed to increase revenue 
rather than improve traffic safety and can be used to trace people’s movements and 
opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on May 3, 2017 by a vote of 45-15.

3. SB 416 Enforcing Price Controls on Wages. This bill prohibits contractors from 
dividing projects into segments in order to be exempt from prevailing wage laws. 
ACU opposes prevailing wage laws, based on the federal Davis-Bacon Act, which 
requires contractors to pay wages above the market price, driving up the cost of 
projects to taxpayers and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on June 1, 2017 
by a vote of 38-19.

4. SB 423 Expanding Authority for Physicians’ Assistants. This bill allows physicians’ 
assistants to prescribe drugs classified as Schedule III and IV medications. ACU 
supports commonsense regulatory reform that keeps health care costs down and 
supported this bill. The House passed the bill on June 5, 2017 by a vote of 40-13.

5. HB 2503 Licensing for “Lactation Consultants.” This bill creates a new occupational 
license for “lactation consultants” who must be certified by the “International Board 
of Lactation Consultant Examiners,” pay a fee, and complete “cultural competency” 
training. Under the bill, it is illegal for those not certified by the government to call 
themselves “lactation consultants.” ACU opposes the proliferation of occupational 
license requirements that are primarily designed to reduce competition and opposed 
this bill. The House passed the bill on June 7, 2017 by a vote of 53-3.

6. HB 2391 Taxing Health Insurance Plans. This bill imposes multiple taxes on health 
insurance plans to pay for the expansion of Medicaid to able-bodied, childless adults. 
It includes two taxes on premiums and a hospital tax on net patient revenue. Higher 
tax burdens suppress economic growth, which reduces family prosperity, as illustrated 
by the ACU Foundation's Family Prosperity Index. ACU opposes the expansion of a 
program rife with waste and abuse with no reforms and opposed this bill. The House 
passed the bill on June 15, 2017 by a vote of 36-23.

7. SB 208 Allowing Charter School Students to Participate in After-school Activities. 
This bill requires local school districts to allow charter school students to participate 
in traditional public school after-school activities. ACU supports expanded 
opportunities for charter school students and supported this bill. The House passed 
the bill on June 19, 2017 by a vote of 51-3.

8. HB 3461 Banning Tobacco Sales. This bill bans the sale of tobacco products by 
mail, telephone or the internet. ACU believes that both tobacco and e-cigarettes are a 
personal liberty issue, that government regulations on products are only appropriate 
when their use substantially impacts others and opposed this bill. The House passed 
the bill on June 19, 2017 by a vote of 39-17.

9. HB 3464 Opposing Enforcement of Immigration Laws. This bill prohibits state and 
local officials from asking about a person’s immigration status and prohibits disclosing 
information about illegal immigrants to federal officials for the purpose of enforcing 
the nation’s immigration laws. ACU supports enforcement of federal immigration 
laws and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on June 20, 2017 by a vote of 
35-23.

10. HB 3170 Allowing Unions for Public University Faculty. This bill allows additional 
faculty members at state public universities to form a union. ACU opposes the 
expansion of collective bargaining in the public sector and the resulting burden 
imposed on taxpayers and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on June 27, 
2017 by a vote of 36-22. 

11. SB 828 Micromanaging Employees’ Work Schedules. This bill requires employers 
to provide worker schedules one week in advance, effective immediately, and two 
weeks in advance by 2020. The bill applies to retail, food service and hospitality 
businesses with over 500 workers worldwide. ACU opposes government mandates 
that drive up the cost of business and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on 
June 29, 2017 by a vote of 46-13.

12. HB 3391 Requiring Insurance Coverage of Abortions. This bill requires insurance 
companies to offer abortion services at no cost to customers and gives Planned 
Parenthood $10 million to cover the cost of abortions and other “reproductive 
services.” ACU believes abortion is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on the 
practice and education of patients and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on 
July 1, 2017 by a vote of 33-23.

OREGON HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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13. HB 3279 Requiring Government Approval for Janitors. This bill makes it illegal 
to hire a janitorial service unless they are licensed by the government. ACU opposes 
these government mandates that drive up the cost of business and interfere with 
the right to hire whomever you want to clean your office and opposed this bill. The 
House passed the bill on July 1, 2017 by a vote of 44-11.

14. SB 754 Raising the Age to Buy Tobacco and Vaping Products. This bill raises the 
age to buy tobacco and vaping products, such as e-cigarettes, that do not use tobacco 
to 21. ACU believes that those old enough to fight for our country in the armed 
forces are old enough to buy tobacco and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill 
on July 6, 2017 by a vote of 39-20.

15. SB 558 Giving Government Benefits to Illegal Immigrants. This bill gives 
government health care benefits to anyone under the age of 19 who qualifies 
financially, including those in the country illegally. ACU opposes giving special 
benefits to illegal immigrants and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on July 
7, 2017 by a vote of 37-23.
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OREGON HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District HB 2004 HB 2409 SB 416 SB 423 HB 2503 HB 2391 SB 208 HB 3461 HB 3464 HB 3170 SB 828 HB 3391 HB 3279 SB 754 SB 558
ACU 

Votes
Votes 
Cast

2017  
%

2016 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

Alonso Leon D 22 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

Barker D 28 - - - + - - + - - - - - - + - 3 15 20% 0% 13%

Barnhart D 11 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

BARRETO R 58 + + + - - + + + + + + E E + + 11 13 85% 83% 83%

BENTZ R 60 + - + E - E E E E + + + + + + 8 10 80% 73% 75%

Boone D 32 E - E E E - E E - - - E E E - 0 6 n/a† 9% 7%

BUEHLER R 54 + - - - - + + + + + E + + - + 9 14 64% 58% 62%

Bynum D 51 - + - + - - + - - - - - - - - 3 15 20% n/a 20%

Clem D 21 E + - + - - + - - - - - - - - 3 14 21% 0% 15%

Doherty D 35 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

ESQUIVEL R 6 + - + - - - + + + + + + + + + 11 15 73% 83% 77%

Evans D 20 - + - + E - + - - - - - - + - 4 14 29% 0% 15%

Fahey D 14 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

Gomberg D 10 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 8%

Gorsek D 49 - - - E E - + - - - - - - - - 1 13 8% 0% 3%

Greenlick D 33 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

HACK R 19 + - - + - + + + + + - + X + + 10 14 71% 67% 72%

HAYDEN R 7 + + + - - + + + + E - E E + + 9 12 75% 67% 71%

HEARD R 2 + + + - - + + + E E - + + + + 10 13 77% 73% 73%

Helm D 34 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

Hernandez D 47 - - - + - - E - - - - - - - - 1 14 7% n/a 7%

Holvey D 8 - + - + - - + - - - - - - - - 3 15 20% 0% 9%

HUFFMAN R 59 + + + + - + - - + + + + + - - 10 15 67% 42% 53%

JOHNSON R 52 + - + - - + + - + + - + - - + 8 15 53% 50% 57%

KENNEMER R 39 + - - + - + + + + + - + - - + 9 15 60% 58% 60%

Keny-Guyer D 46 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

Kotek D 44 - - E + - - E E - - - - - - - 1 12 8% 0% 3%

LEWIS R 18 + - + - - + + + + + + + - - + 10 15 67% n/a 67%

Lininger D 38 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

Lively D 12 - - - + - - + - - - - + - - - 3 15 20% 8% 13%

“+” Member voted with ACU’s position
“-” Member voted against ACU’s position

“X” Member was absent for vote
“E” Member was excused for vote

† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2017 percentage was not rated. 2/3rds of the selected bills must be voted on to receive a score.

OREGON HOUSE SCORES
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OREGON HOUSE VOTE DETAIL

 Party District HB 2004 HB 2409 SB 416 SB 423 HB 2503 HB 2391 SB 208 HB 3461 HB 3464 HB 3170 SB 828 HB 3391 HB 3279 SB 754 SB 558
ACU 

Votes
Votes 
Cast

2017  
%

2016 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

Malstrom D 27 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

Marsh D 5 - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - 1 15 7% n/a 7%

McKeown D 9 + - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 3 15 20% 40% 27%

McLain D 29 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 10%

McLANE R 55 + + - + - + + + + + - + - + + 11 15 73% 75% 71%

Meek D 40 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

Nathanson D 13 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 4%

NEARMAN R 23 + + + E + + E + + + + + + - + 12 13 92% 89% 87%

NOBLE R 24 + - + E - + + - + + + E E + + 9 12 75% n/a 75%

Nosse D 42 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

OLSON R 15 + - + - - + + - + - - + - + - 7 15 47% 50% 54%

PARRISH R 37 + - - + - + - + + + - + + + + 10 15 67% 83% 74%

Piluso D 50 - - E E X - + - - - - - - - - 1 12 8% 0% 5%

POST R 25 + + + - + + + + + + - + + + + 13 15 87% 83% 86%

Power D 41 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

Rayfield D 16 - + - + - - + - - - - - - - - 3 15 20% 0% 7%

Reardon D 48 - - - + - - + - - - - - - + - 3 15 20% 0% 9%

RESCHKE R 56 + + + - + + + + + + + + + + + 14 15 93% n/a 93%

Sanchez D 43 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

Smith Warner D 45 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 7%

SMITH, D. R + - + - - + + + + + - + + + + 11 15 73% n/a 73%

SMITH, G. R 57 + - - + - + + - + + + + - - + 9 15 60% 55% 59%

Sollman D 30 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

SPRENGER R 17 + - + E - + + + + + + + - + + 11 14 79% 75% 75%

STARK R 4 + - + - - + + + + + + + - + + 11 15 73% 75% 74%

VIAL R 26 + - + + - + + - + + - + - - + 9 15 60% n/a 60%

WHISNANT R 53 + + + + - + E E + + + + + + + 12 13 92% 58% 74%

Williamson D 36 - - - + - - + - - - - - - - - 2 15 13% 0% 6%

WILSON R 3 + - + - - + + + + + + + - + + 11 15 73% 67% 67%

Witt D 31 + + - + - - + - - - - - - - - 4 15 27% 18% 21%

“+” Member voted with ACU’s position
“-” Member voted against ACU’s position

“X” Member was absent for vote
“E” Member was excused for vote

† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2017 percentage was not rated. 2/3rds of the selected bills must be voted on to receive a score.




