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AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION FOUNDATION’S 2018 Ratings of Alaska

Dear Fellow Conservative,

The American Conservative Union Foundation is proud to present our ratings of the 2018 meeting of the Alaska State Legislature. 
Like our Ratings of Congress, which date back 47 years, our state ratings are meant to reflect how elected officials view the role of 
government in an individual’s life. We begin with our philosophy, i.e., conservatism is the political philosophy that sovereignty resides 
in the person, and then apply our understanding of government (its essential role is to defend Life, Liberty and Property). 

Because our ratings are designed to educate the public about how consistently elected officials adhere to conservatism, we carefully 
examine the entire docket of legislation introduced in each state every year. We select the most meaningful bills and publish 
the results after the dust has settled. ACUF state ratings—launched in 2011 with ratings for five states—have become a nationally 
recognized resource for evaluating over 8,000 elected officials comprising each of America’s 99 state legislative chambers.

Each election cycle, citizens choose leaders whose vision for the state most closely matches their own, hoping that candidates’ 
promises will be kept. ACUF’s ratings measure whether those promises were fulfilled or forsaken. With nearly a decade of data on 
state legislators’ voting records and average scores for every legislative chamber, citizens in every state can assess how effectively their 
lawmakers have applied conservative philosophy to the role of government.

We at ACUF believe, as Ronald Reagan once said, that freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We hope 
that by providing this unique tool, these ratings will empower Americans to exercise their right to protect our unique American 
democracy from tyranny.

Sincerely, 

Matt Schlapp 
Chairman 
American Conservative Union Foundation

LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

ACUConservative @ACUFoundation | #ACURatings Conservative.org

TO SEE MORE ACU RATINGS, PLEASE VISIT: 
acuratings.conservative.org
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SELECTING THE VOTES

ACU researched and selected a range of 
bills before the Alaska State Legislature 
that determine a member’s adherence to 
conservative principles. We selected bills 
that focus on Ronald Reagan’s philosophy 
of the “three-legged stool”: 1) fiscal and 
economic: taxes, budgets, regulation, 
spending, healthcare, and property; 2) social 
and cultural: 2nd amendment, religion, life, 
welfare, and education; and 3) government 
integrity: voting, individual liberty, privacy, 
and transparency. This wide range of issues 
are designed to give citizens an accurate 
assessment that conveys which of Alaska’s 
elected leaders best defend the principles of 
a free society: Life, Liberty and Property.
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2018 WINNERS & LOSERS

SENATE
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EXCELLENCE
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ACHIEVEMENT
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ALASKA SENATE STATISTICS
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1. HB 195 Permitting Insurance Companies to Consider Credit Scores when 
Renewing Policies. This bill permits insurance companies to consider 
an individual’s credit history when determining the premium rate they 
will charge for a policy renewal. While insurers can currently consider 
the credit of new enrollees, Alaska is the only state in the nation that 
bans the use of credit scores for policy renewals. ACU believes insurers 
should be free to establish their own criteria for calculating risk and 
opposes mandates which drive up the cost of insurance for everyone 
and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on March 1, 2018 by a 
vote of 13-4.

2. HB 286 Forcing State Contractors to Abide by Obama-Era “Net-Neutrality” 
Regulations. The Wielchowski (ACUF Lifetime 35%) Amendment No. 
26 to the Operating Budget Appropriations Bill prevents the state 
from contracting with Internet Service Providers (ISPs) that don’t abide 
by the “principles of net neutrality.” These Obama-era regulations 
(overturned by the Trump Administration) are price controls that 
prohibit ISPs from charging different rates for faster service or blocking 
websites. ACU supports a free and open internet without heavy-handed 
government interference, opposes driving up taxpayer costs by limiting 
government procurement options and opposed this amendment. The 
Senate defeated the amendment on April 12, 2018 by a vote of 5-15.

3. HB 287 Appropriating $3.6 Million for a Supplemental Income Assistance 
Program. The Gardner (ACUF Lifetime 29%) Amendment to the 
Education Appropriations bill provides $3.6 million to the Department 
of Health and Social Services for a program that provides monthly cash 
payments to individuals over the age of 65 who have low or moderate 
incomes. ACU believes that Alaska needs to make dramatic cuts in 
spending in order to fix the state’s budgetary crisis and opposed this 
amendment. The Senate defeated the amendment on April 14, 2018 by 
a vote of 5-14. 

4. SB 4 Reducing Occupational Licensing Requirements. This bill makes 
minor improvements to the burdensome licensing regime of the Board 
of Barbers and Hairdressers. Under the bill, a non-chemical barber’s 
license is created to allow practitioners to bypass requirements related 
to chemical processes, as well as a new hair braiding license that 
reduces educational requirements from 1,650 hours to 35 hours. ACU 
opposes the proliferation of license requirements that are primarily 
designed to reduce competition and supported this bill as a step in the 
right direction. The Senate passed the bill on April 24, 2018 by a vote of 
19-0. 

5. SB 63 Banning Smoking in Private Businesses. This bill bans smoking 
in bars, restaurants and most private businesses statewide and adds 
“vaping” and e-cigarettes to the definition of smoking. Furthermore, the 
bill requires all places where smoking is banned to have clearly visible 
signs that include the words “No Puffin,” with a pictorial representation 
of a puffin holding a burning cigarette enclosed in a red circle crossed 
with a red bar. ACU opposes this overly-broad ban and believes that 
both tobacco and e-cigarettes are a personal liberty issue and that 
government regulations on products are only appropriate when their 
use substantially impacts others and opposed this bill. The Senate 
passed the bill on May 12, 2018 by a vote of 16-2.

ALASKA SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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ALASKA SENATE VOTE DETAIL

 Party Dist. HB 195

HB 286 
(Wielchowski 

Amd. 26) HB 287 SB 4 SB 63
ACU 
Votes

Votes 
Cast

2018  
%

2017 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

Begich D J - - + + - 2 5 40% 9% 25%

BISHOP R C + + - + - 3 5 60% 73% 62%

COGHILL R B + + - + + 4 5 80% 91% 80%

COSTELLO R K + + - + - 3 5 60% 82% 74%

Egan D Q - - - + - 1 5 20% 9% 32%

Gardner D I - - - + - 1 5 20% 10% 27%

GIESSEL R N + + - + - 3 5 60% 82% 71%

Hoffman D S X + - + X 2 3 67% 82% 69%

HUGHES R F X + + X - 2 3 67% 91% 77%

KELLY R A + + - + - 3 5 60% 91% 75%

MacKINNON R G + + - + - 3 5 60% 82% 65%

MEYER R M + + - + - 3 5 60% 82% 71%

MICCICHE R O + + - + - 3 5 60% 82% 71%

Olson D T + - - + - 2 5 40% n/a 60%

SHOWER R E + + + + + 5 5 100% n/a 100%

STEDMAN R R + + X + X 3 3 100% 67% 79%

STEVENS R P X + - + - 2 4 50% 82% 64%

VON IMHOF R L + + - + - 3 5 60% 82% 71%

Wielechowski D H - - + + - 2 5 40% 9% 36%

WILSON R D + + - + - 3 5 60% 82% 71%

“+” Member voted with ACU’s position
“-” Member voted against ACU’s position
“X” Member was absent for vote
“E” Member was excused for vote

† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2018 percentage was 
not rated. 2/3rds of the selected bills must be voted on to receive a score.

 

ALASKA SENATE SCORES
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ALASKA HOUSE STATISTICS
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1. HB 287 Ensuring the Proper Use of Education Funds. The Reinbold (ACUF 
Lifetime 76%) Amendment No. 2 to the Education Appropriations 
Bill helps ensure that education funds are being used for their proper 
purpose by requiring school districts to budget for and spend 70 
percent of their operating expenses on instructional programs. ACU 
supports stricter controls over how education funds are spent and 
directing more funds to the classroom and supported this amendment. 
The House defeated the amendment on February 7, 2018 by a vote of 
18-19.

2. HB 287 Prioritizing Teachers during Budget Cuts. The Reinbold (ACUF 
Lifetime 76%) Amendment No. 3 to the Education Appropriations 
bill requires school districts to hold off on teacher layoff and non-
retention notices until all other cost-saving measures are considered, 
including laying off employees in union bargaining units. ACU supports 
giving those directly involved in educating students priority in funding 
decisions and supported this amendment. The House defeated the 
amendment on February 7, 2018 by a vote of 16-21.

3. HB 286 Freezing State Worker Salaries to Deal with the Budget Shortfall. 
The Birch (ACUF Lifetime 100%) Amendment No. 7 to the Operating 
Budget Appropriations Bill freezes general pay increases, merit pay and 
pay increments for state employees, including those employed by the 
University of Alaska, through fiscal year 2020. ACU supports this fiscally 
sound approach to combat the state’s multibillion-dollar budget deficit 
and supported this amendment. The House defeated the amendment 
on March 20, 2018 by a vote of 18-21.

4. HB 286 Cutting Spending to Deal with the Budget Shortfall. The Johnston 
(ACUF Lifetime 91%) Amendment No. 9 to the Operating Budget 
Appropriations Bill makes modest budget cuts to Alaska state libraries, 
archives and museums. ACU supports this fiscally sound approach to 
combat the state’s multibillion-dollar budget deficit and supported this 
amendment. The House defeated the amendment on March 20, 2018 
by a vote of 18-21.

5. HB 286 Shrinking the Size of Government to Deal with the Budget 
Shortfall. The Millett (ACUF Lifetime 80%) Amendment No. 13 to the 
Operating Budget Appropriations bill eliminates the Department of 
Commerce, Community and Economic Development. ACU supports 
efforts to shrink the size of government, particularly when tax increases 
have been proposed to deal with the state’s multibillion-dollar budget 
deficit and supported this amendment. The Speaker ruled this 
amendment out of order and the House voted to sustain the ruling of 
the chair on March 20, 2018 by a vote of 22-17. (A “No” vote supported 
the ACU position.)

6. HB 286 Restricting State Employee Taxpayer-Funded Travel to Deal with 
the Budget Shortfall. The Reinbold (ACUF Lifetime 76%) Amendment 
No. 15 to the Operating Budget Appropriations bill requires all state 
employees keep taxpayer-funded travel to a minimum and requires 
that travel be limited to “mandatory” purposes, which are to be 
approved by a supervisor. Furthermore, the amendment requires 
that any mileage earned on state travel be used for the benefit of the 
state. ACU supports measures that help protect taxpayer funds from 
waste and improper use, especially at a time when the state is facing a 
multibillion-dollar budget deficit and supported this amendment. The 
House defeated the amendment on March 20, 2018 by a vote of 19-20.

7. HB 286 Privatizing Administrative Services. The Tilton (ACUF Lifetime 
83%) Amendment No. 43 to the Operating Budget Appropriations bill 
states that it is the intent of the legislature that the Division of Motor 
Vehicles utilize private sector businesses for administrative and licensing 
services. ACU supports efforts to transfer government functions to the 
private sector wherever possible, resulting in increased efficiency and 
reduced costs and supported this amendment. The House defeated the 
amendment on March 21, 2018 by a vote of 18-20.

ALASKA HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
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8. HB 286 Preventing Unauthorized Government Spending. The Eastman 
(ACUF Lifetime 100%) Amendment No. 45 to the Operating Budget 
Appropriations bill prohibits any department of the state from 
spending funds for purposes not appropriated in the budget and 
declares that any department that violates this provision will have 
the amount equal to unauthorized expenditures removed from their 
budget the following year. ACU believes government funds should only 
be spent for the purposes authorized by the legislature and supports 
this increased oversight of spending and supported this amendment. 
The House defeated the amendment on March 21, 2018 by a vote of 
17-21.

9. HB 286 Prohibiting Taxpayer-Funded Abortion. The Tilton (ACUF Lifetime 
83%) Amendment No. 57 to the Operating Budget Appropriations bill 
prohibits any funds appropriated to the Department of Health and 
Social Services from being used for an abortion. ACU believes abortion 
is a human tragedy, supports restrictions on the practice and supported 
this amendment. The House voted to table (eliminate) the amendment 
on March 21, 2018 by a vote of 21-18. (A “No” vote supported the ACU 
position.)

10. HB 286 Increasing Transparency when Negotiating Union Contracts. The 
Reinbold (ACUF Lifetime 76%) Amendment No. 76 to the Operating 
Budget Appropriations bill requires that government contract 
negotiations with unions be open to the public and that the legislature 
be given the contracts to review three days prior to any meeting. ACU 
supports increased government transparency and increased legislative 
oversight and supported this amendment. The Speaker ruled the 
amendment out of order and the House voted to sustain the ruling of 
the chair on March 22, 2018 by a vote of 23-17. (A “No” vote supported 
the ACU position.)

11. HB 25 Mandating Health Insurers Provide Coverage of Birth Control. This 
bill mandates that all health insurance policies in the state provide 
coverage for up to a 12-month supply of contraceptives, free of any 
copay. ACU opposes insurance mandates and believes the use of 
contraceptives is a matter of individual liberty and something others 
should not be forced to pay for through higher insurance premiums 
and taxes and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on April 9, 
2018 by a vote of 21-17.

12. SB 4 Reforming Occupational Licensing Guidelines for those with 
Criminal Record. The Eastman (ACUF Lifetime 100%) Amendment 
No. 2 to a licensing bill requires that if a licensing board denies an 
occupational license to an applicant due to a criminal record that the 
board demonstrate that the disqualifying criminal conviction directly 
relates to the occupation for which the license is sought. Furthermore, 
the bill prevents a board from denying an occupational license to an 
individual solely based on an arrest with no criminal conviction. The 
ACU Foundation’s Center for Criminal Justice Reform is a leading 
authority on this issue, and works to improve public safety, reduce 
costs and lower recidivism. ACU opposes the proliferation of licensing 
requirements and supports this effort to expand job growth and reduce 
recidivism by reducing barriers to employment and supported this 
amendment. The Senate defeated the amendment on April 20, 2018 by 
a vote of 1-37.

13. SB 4 Reducing Occupational Licensing Requirements. This bill makes 
minor improvements to the burdensome licensing regime of the Board 
of Barbers and Hairdressers. Under the bill, a non-chemical barber’s 
license is created to allow practitioners to bypass requirements related 
to chemical processes, as well as a new hair braiding license that 
reduces educational requirements from 1,650 hours to 35 hours. ACU 
opposes the proliferation of license requirements that are primarily 
designed to reduce competition and supported this bill as a step in the 
right direction. The House passed the bill on April 23, 2018 by a vote of 
37-1. 

14. HB 384 Establishing Government Run Broadband Service. This bill 
designates broadband internet as a “public utility” (likening the 
service to sewer and water utilities) and grants the Alaska Regulatory 
Commission the power to regulate services and expand broadband to 
areas of the state that currently do not receive service. ACU opposes this 
government competition with the private sector and believes that the 
market is the best mechanism to determine broadband investment 
and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on April 27, 2018 by a 
vote of 21-17.
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15. SB 63 Banning Smoking in Private Businesses. This bill bans smoking 
in bars, restaurants and most private businesses statewide and adds 
“vaping” and e-cigarettes to the definition of smoking. Furthermore, the 
bill requires all places where smoking is banned to have clearly visible 
signs that include the words “No Puffin,” with a pictorial representation 
of a puffin holding a burning cigarette enclosed in a red circle crossed 
with a red bar. ACU opposes this overly-broad ban and believes that 
both tobacco and e-cigarettes are a personal liberty issue and that 
government regulations on products are only appropriate when their 
use substantially impacts others and opposed this bill. The House 
passed the bill on May 12, 2018 by a vote of 32-7.
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ALASKA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL
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Votes
Votes 
Cast

2018  
%

2017 
%

LIFETIME 
AVG

BIRCH R 26 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + - 13 15 87% 100% 93%

CHENAULT R 29 + - + + + + + + + + X - + + - 11 14 79% 91% 77%

Claman D 21 - - - - - - - - - - - X + - - 1 14 7% n/a 16%

Drummond D 18 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 26%

EASTMAN R 10 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 15 15 100% 100% 100%

Edgmon D 37 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 31%

Foster D 39 - + - - - - - - - - - - + - - 2 15 13% 27% 40%

Gara D 20 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 24%

Grenn I 22 + + + - - - - + - - - X + + - 6 14 43% 45% 44%

Guttenberg D 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 18% 29%

JOHNSON R 11 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + - 13 15 87% 100% 93%

JOHNSTON R 28 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + - 13 15 87% 91% 89%

Josephson D 17 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 23%

Kawasaki D 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 36% 31%

Kito D 33 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 36% 21%

KNOPP R 30 + - + + + + + + + + X - + X - 10 13 77% 82% 79%

KOPP R 24 + + + + + + + + + - + - + + - 12 15 80% 91% 85%

Kreiss-Tomkins D 35 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 23%

LEDOUX R 15 - - - - - + + - - - + - + - + 5 15 33% 55% 54%

Lincoln D 40 - + - - - - - - - - - - + - - 2 15 13% n/a 13%

MILLETT R 25 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + - 13 15 87% 100% 82%

NEUMAN R 8 X X X X X X X X X + + - + + + 5 6 n/a† 100% 85%

Ortiz I 36 + - - - - - - - + - - - + - - 3 15 20% 27% 34%

ALASKA HOUSE SCORES
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ALASKA HOUSE VOTE DETAIL
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Cast
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AVG

Parish D 34 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 17%

PRUITT R 27 X X + + + + + + + + + - + + - 11 13 85% 100% 77%

RAUSCHER R 9 + + + + + + + + + + + - + X X 12 13 92% 100% 96%

REINBOLD R 14 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + - 13 15 87% 100% 79%

SADDLER R 13 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + - 13 15 87% 100% 82%

SEATON R 31 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 36%

Spohnholz D 16 - - - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 15 7% 27% 28%

STUTES R 32 - - - - - - - - + - - - + - - 2 15 13% 27% 42%

SULLIVAN-LEON-
ARD

R 7 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + + 14 15 93% 100% 97%

TALERICO R 6 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + - 13 15 87% 91% 82%

Tarr D 19 - - - - - + - - - - - - X - - 1 14 7% 36% 30%

THOMPSON R 2 + - + + + + + + + + + - + + + 13 15 87% 89% 84%

TILTON R 12 + + + + + + + + + + + - + + + 14 15 93% 100% 86%

Tuck D 23 - - - - - - - - - - - - X - - 0 14 0% 18% 23%

WILSON R 3 + + + + + + + X X + + - - + + 11 13 85% 100% 84%

Wool D 5 - - - + - - - - - - - - + - - 2 15 13% 36% 27%

Zulkosky D 38 X X - - - - - - - - - - + - - 1 13 8% n/a 8%

“+” Member voted with ACU’s position
“-” Member voted against ACU’s position
“X” Member was absent for vote
“E” Member was excused for vote

† Legislator did not vote on enough of the selected bills and as a result the 2018 percentage was 
not rated. 2/3rds of the selected bills must be voted on to receive a score.




